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SKYSAILOR IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 

HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA (H.G.F.A.) 

Skysailor appears twelve times a year and is 
provided as a service to members. For non-members, 
the subscription ~ates are $10.00 per annum. 
Cheques should be made payable and sent to HGFA. 

Skysailor is published to create further interest 
in the sport of hang gliding. Its primary purpose 
is to provide a ready means of communication be
tween hang gliding enthusiasts in Australia and 
in this way to advance the future development of 
the sport and its methods and safety. 

Contributions are welcomed. Anyone is invited 
to contribute articles, photographs and illustrat
ions concerning hang gliding activities. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit contributions 
where necessary. HGFA and the Editor do not 
assume responsibility for the material or the 
opinions of contributors presented in Skysailor. 

Copyright in Skysailor is vested in HGFA. Copy
right in articles is vested in each of the 
authors in respect of her or his contribution. 
Deadline for contributions: 1st of the Month. 
ISStJ 0313-363X 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Page: $40.00 Quarter Page: $15.00 
Half Page: $25.00 Market Place : Free 

An additional charge will be made for any typing, 
typesetting or artwork which may be required. 

Advertisements from kite manufacturers must indi
cate whether or not their kite meets the US HGMA 
certification standards. 

Kites for sale in Market Place must indicate a 
suitable minimum hang rating. 
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HGFA and the Editor do not endorse or take any 
responsibility for any of the products advertised 
or mentioned editorially within these pages. No 
responsibility is accepted for any claims made by 
advertisers unless specifically explained, per
formance figures quoted in advertising should be 
taken as estimates only. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES 

Send your change of address notice, your contribut
ions to Skysailor, your queries about insurance, 
the pilot handbook, your membership, and any other 
national matters to:-

H.G.F.A. 
Box 4 Holme Building, 
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY, N.S.W. 2006 

H.G.F.A. Secretary: 
Phone (02) 692-2872 (BH) (042) 942-545 (AH) 

H.G. F .A. Editor: 
Phone (042) 942-140 (AH) 

For information about ratings or sites write to 
the appropriate State Association. 

A.C.T.H.G.A. 
P.O. Box 496, 
MANUKA, 2603. 

N.S.W.H.G.A. , 
P.O. Box 121, 
SUTHERLAND, 2232. 

Q.H.G.A. , 
P.O. Box 212, 
MORNINGSIDE, 4170. 

S.A.H.G.A. , 
P .0. Box 163, 
GOODHOOD, 5034. 

Tas H.G.A., 
21 Leslie Street, 
SOUTH LAUNCESTON, 7250. 

V .H.G.A., 
P . O. Box 400, 
PRAHRAN,3181. 

H.G.A.\~.A. , 
P.O. Box 84, 
DOUBLEVIEW, 6018. 



/982 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

WHAT TO DO 
I. Check your SkySailor wrapper 
Is your membership number corr ec t ? (Fema l e pil ots have a number t hat ends in F) 
Is your rat ing correct? 
I s your name spe l t cor rectly? 
Is your address correct, par ti cula r ly i ncl uding the pos t code? 

2. Work out how much you should pay 

3. Send your cheque a wrapper to 

HGFA Admistrotor 
/4 8o/combe Road +------------------------------t 
MENTONE, 3/94 IMPORTANT NOTICE 

FEES 
NSW 
Vic. 
Q'land. 
Tas. 
W.A. 
A.CT 
S.A. 

$30 

$32 .50 
$35 

DO NOT send your renewal to anybody 
other than the Administrator! 

In i982, HGFA will be dealing with 
a computer agency rather than stealing 
computer time. This means that the 
process may be a little slower than 
last year . 

Sending your renewal to anybody other 
than the Administrator will GUARANTEE 
that your membership renewal will be 
extensively delayed. 

The total fee is made up of a state fee (which varies), a HGFA fee 
of $15 and an insurance levy of $10 . The fee may be paid by cheque, 
postal order or bank cheque. DO NOT SEND CASH IN THE MAIL!! 

Pilots are expected to be members of the Association of the State in 
which they res i de. If you have moved States and you are still a member 
of your old State, please indicate if you wish your membership to be changed. 
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1981 US Masters 
Australian Steve Moyes, probably the best hang 
gl i der pi 1 ot in the world and wi nner of the pas t two 
Masters of Hang Glid ing Championships, will be 
facing an outstanding field of international pilots 
plus a new tournament format in his quest for an 
unprecedented third straight Masters title here 
September 15-20. 

Grandfather Mountain and Piedmont Airlines, 
sponsors of the Masters of Hang Gliding Champion
ships, have doubled the 1981 purse to $10,000, 
making this the most prize money in the country 
for an annual hang gliding event. 

Leading the international challengers are 
French National Champion Mike DeGlanville and 
Canadian Robin Pederson, who won the Grouse 
Mountain Tournament in British Columbia. The 
1981 Canadian National Champion and 
1981 Canadian Hang Gliding Association point 
leader will be determined this week, and ~both 
winners will be competing at Grandfather. British 
National Team members Jeramie Fack and Bob England 
are also expected. 

The Americans are led by former Masters 
champions Mike Arrambide, Ton Peghiny, and 
Dave Rodriguez, who join Moyes in giving the 
six year-old tournament all its past champions as 
competitors. 

Favourites from the United States also include 
1980 US Hang Gliding Association competition point 
leader Matt Wagner, past National Champion Keith 

/ . 

Nichols, and 1981 Southeast Regional Champion 
and former member of the Grandfather Mountain 
Flying Team, Mike Degtogg. 

Also in strong contention will be the 1980 
~rouse Mountain champ and top aerobatic pilot 
ln the world, Rob Kells; two-time Masters finalist 
and tallest hang glider pilot in the world at 6'7" 
Jeff Scott; plus Ashevill e's Dave Ledford and ' 
Atlanta's Dug Lawton, who both fly consistently 
well at Grandfather. 

The new format facing Steve Moyes and the other 
Masters contestants this year is one-on-one 
competition. In the past, pilots raced against 
the clock but this year they will launch 
s~multaneously the race to designated points on the 
hlgher peaks of rugged Grandfather Mountain, 700 
feet above the mile-high launch site. 

The pilot with the best win-loss record is the 
new Masters Champion. Points will be assigned as 
tie-breakers for controlled landings at MacRae 
Meadows, site fo the Highland Games and 1,000 feet 
below launch elevation. 

The new one-on-one format will accommodate a 
field of up to 32 pilots with the number of 
competitors cut in half for the final rounds. The 
select field, which is here by invitation only, 
assures plenty of world class flying. 

Meet Director is Tom Haddon of Mechanicsville, 
VA, the 1980 National Hang Gliding Champion and 
a finalist in the 1980 Masters. 
·(Reprinted from The Mountain Times 10th September 
1981 P. 9) 



HANG GLIDING - Two time defending champion Steve 
Moyes moved into sole possession of 
the lead as the sixth annual Masters of Hang 
Gliding Championship completed its eighth round 
of competition at Grandfather Mountain. 

Moyes, a native of Sydney, Australia, upped his 
record to 7-1 in the one-on-one competition. Former 
Masters Champion Mike Arrambidie of Ventura, 
Calif. and Bruce Ase of St. Paul, Minn, were tied 
for second at 6-2.Asheville's David Ledford was 
part of a five-man group at 5-3. 

The event is scheduled to end Tuesday, Moyes 
could clinch the title with a ninth-round win, 

(Moyes, of course, went on to win his third 
Masters Championship.) 

The winner speaks 

The US Masters of hang gliding at Grandfather 
Mountain, North Carolina, was an extremely 
difficult meet to win. The pilot skill level 
was so high and guys that were in the 10th to 
20th places were good enough to win it. All 
pilots were kings in their own area and were 
confident, seasoned pilots with a minimum of 
4 years experience. The only way to get an 
invitation is to win a major hang gliding 
tournament in the past year. 

The site is a 1800' slope that is shallow on 
the bottom and vertical at the top. The lift 
was mainly ridge lift, strong (25 mph) for 3 
rounds, light (5 mph) for 3 rounds and no 
wind (just thermals) for 3 rounds. 

The most demanding was the light ridge lift 
where you had to stay close to the cliff. This 
light ridge lift was chopped up by thermals 
which had the uncomfortable effect of turning 
you at the trees. The first pylon of the course 
was 600' higher than launch and 1 mile away. 
There was then a glide to ~ mile the other side 
of launch and 600' lower and then climb and do 
it again. On the second lap the leader was 
usually overtaken because the following pilot 
would use him as a wind dummy. This was a good 

$128.00 

t-lE.~Altimaster IV 

course to take as the airtime was at least 30 
minutes and the one-on-one format forced both 
pilots to compete for the same lift. Extremely 
close flying was standard practice. 

The finals cut the field to 10 and on some rounds 
all the pilots were on the course at the same 
time. Everyone gets to know each other better 
in the air and a feeling of respect is expressed 
on the ground which supplied an air of satisfaction 
for all the pilots there. 

Steve Moyes 

Cerro Gordo Cup 

MOYES WINS CERRO GORDO CUP 

(Owens Valley, California) - Australian Steve 
Moyes captured the Cerro Gordo Cup in a Moyes 
Meteor, with the longest flight of the 
competition being Moyes' 137 miles. The Meteor 
is manufactured by US ~1oyes of Bri dgman, Mi chi gan, 
and is the same olider that is called the Meqa III 
in Australia. The Cerro Gordo Cup is a contest 
designed to test the cross-country abilities of 
the world's top X-C pilots. 

Texas Cup 

(Buffalo Gap, TX) - Steve Moyes continued his 
string of wins on his Moyes Meteor by flying 
to first place in the $13,120 Jack F. Grimm 
Texas Cup World Class Hang Gliding competition 
over Labor Day weekend. Promoters of the meet, 
which attracted 23 pilots, billed the four-day 
competition as "the world's richest hang 
gliding competition". Moyes' share of the purse 
tota 11 ed $4,260. 

The format for the meet, according to organizer 
Michael Williams, was one-on-one flying. 

CLOUDBftSE 
hang gliding centre. 

PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION 
SALES & SERVICE 

499 crown st. surry hills sydney 

~------------------------------------
shop hours: wed:-fri.12-6 . sot.9-6.pm. A.H. phone first for a 
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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

NEWS 0" NEWS ... NEWS ... 
OFFICIAL AUSTRALIAN DISTANCE RECORD!!! 

HGFA is proud to announce that Australia 
now has an official straight line distance record. 

Ron Grey of Victoria holds the record for 
straight line distance in a fixed wing glider 
for his flight in the Great Australian Bight in 
November 1980. 

The official record is 162 kms. 

Since this was our first official record the 
documentation of the flight and the verification 
process has taken a while, but should be more 
streamlined from now on. 

Congratulations, Ron!! 

The story as told by Ron i.s reprinted in this 
issue for those of you who may have forgotten 
what a remarkable flight it was. 

If you are considering an attempt on any 
official record, there will be an article 
telling you how to go about it in the next issue 
along with a reminder of what all the official 
world records are at that time. 

ANOTHER NEW WORLD RECORD IS OFFICIAL!! 

We have been notified that a new official 
height gain record has been recognized by FAI. 
The record is now held by an Irishman--Ian 
Kibblewhite for a flight he did in the Owens 
Valley in California in July 1981. 

The new height gain world record in a 
flexible wing glider is 4,175.76 meters. 

WORLD HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The write-up of the last competition 
held in Japan should appear in this issue. 
Thanks to our team who certainly did a good 
job for us. 

WORLD HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Thanks to the Australian team who 
recently competed in the 3rd World Hang 
Gliding Championships in Beppu, Japan. From 
all reports, the organizers did a great job 
on everything but that elusive item--the 
weather. More details of the competition are 
presented elsewhere in this issue. 

6 

Our bid to host the 1983 World 
Championships was unsuccessful and the event 
will be held in Germany. Considering all the 
international politics involved in staging a 
world competition in this world of ours, it may 
be a blessing in disguise. Anyway, we will be 
staging other international competitions in 
1982 and in the years to follow so we will all 
get a chance to see how it is done and to test 
ourselves on our home ground against the 
competition. 

INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

The first HGFA Instructor Certification 
Course was held in Sydney last week and was a 
great success. Thanks to the efforts of 
Ian Jarman, HGFA Coaching Coordinator and Rob 
de Groot, NSW Coaching Coordinator, the 
participants had a very worthwhile weekend 
course. 

More courses will be run in each state so 
contact your state association right away if you 
are interested in taking part. 

FIRST AID 

There is still money in the HGFA fund to 
reimburse pilots who do a first aid training 
course. If you have done a course in the last 
six months, just send your receipt to HGFA and 
you will be paid back for the cost of the course. 

If you are considering taking a first aid 
course, now is your chance to do it for free! 

RECORDS 

(Reprinted from the BHGA magazine, Wings, 
September, 1981, p.3) 

Mike Brewer has set a new world height gain 
record - 13,200' - in Owens Valley. He reached 
19,200' on his Aeolus 170. This is the first 
official world record broken since 1979. Previous 
holder was George Worthington. 

A new European distance record is being 
claimed by Helmut Denz, of Germany. The flight 
was apparently in May, yes MAY, and took him 120 
miles from Mayrhofen, Austria, to Schladming. 
He was flying a Comet 165 and was carrying a 
barograph. 



WHO IS WHO-
IN HANG GLIDING. 

Ron Grey 

Ron Grey is 32 and lives in Black Rock with his 
wife and two children. He has been hang gliding 
for 6 years in which time he has become respected 
for his ability and a certain flair for 
attempting ... and accomplishing, some amazing 
flights. He was twice Victorian Class II 
champion, took out *3 for Class 2 at Burra and *1 
for NSW Class 2 in 1980. 

For some time an agent for Free Flight and 
designer of the GHM variometer, he became a rigid 
wing adherent in 1978 and has had an EF5, an EF5 
40 footer and an EF6. 

In December 1980, with Andrew Rennie and a camera 
crew, Ron attempted a world record on the Great 
Australian Bight. The result was a 101 mile 
flight. Ron became the first person to fly over 
100 miles ouside the Owens Valley. 

C. Where do you prefer to fly? 

R. Wherever it's on. I haven't flown the EF6 
inland this summer because I haven't had 
enough time in it. It is a prototype and I 
feel a bit like a test pilot for Ewen (Fagan). 

C. Why did you decide on the Bight? 

R. It was Andy's idea - it seemed like good fun. 
We discussed it at length and it seemed we had 
a good chance. I expected to do it. I don't 
waste two weeks lightly. 

C. Tell us more about it. 

R. We spent about 3 weeks getting everything 
together. I guess it cost me about $8,000. 
We made a movie of the whole thing, so there 
were about 20 people involved. Crew, 
cameras, sound, music, a cook and all that 
stuff. 

It was kind of frustrating because of the 
weather. I got 78km on the first attempt 
despite the wind being strong and off. Maybe 
I could have got further, but it's a bit 
worrying because although the coast looks 
pretty straight on the map it has a lot of 
bays, points and potential rotor areas. And 
the top is really sheer. There was a 10ft 
swell. You'd be dead if you landed in it. 

C. What sort of safety precautions did you take 
in case you landed in the water? 

R. We just weren't goona land in it. A boat 
would ~ave been tooslow and although we would 
have llked a chopper to take film it was too 
expensive. I got lots of good kite-mounted 
footage, though. 

C. Tell us about the flight. 
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R. It took about 3 1/2 hrs. to fly the 100 miles 
including some doubtful moments. 

There was no problem for the first 5 miles, 
then we came to a long stretch of sand ridges. 
Andy couldn't cross it in his Mega 2. It was 
1/2 mile inland over sand and it was pretty 
turbulent. In some spots there were ridges in 
front of me 100ft high. I got through by 
working thermal patches. I couldn't turn back 
because the wind was 450 off behind me. 10 
miles of this put me in the trickiest spot of 
all, where the dunes cut in toward higher 
sheer cliffs. There was no landing area and 
couldn't turn back, but I was sure those 
cliffs would be working. Next thing I was 
500ft above. 

I flew fast at about maximum LID. I could see 
the main highway as it parrallelled the coast 
for about 50 miles. I could see seals down on 
the rocks. But, I didn't see a single house 
for the whole trip. 

At the 8 km mark the bays start. With the 
wind 450 off you have to hope your LID will 
get you down into them to where the lift is. 
That's where I gave it away the first day. 
I decided to wait till things looked a bit 
better before I tackled those bays. 

We had to wait 10 days before it came on 
again. Just hung around. stayed sober ... 
without any Space Invader machines it was 
pretty terri b 1 e. 

C. What was the day of the record flight like? 

R. It wasn't quite as strong as the first day. 
ended up at cliff height a few times. The 
Suzuki following me was always behind me so I 
was a little worried about whether they'd know 
if I had a problem. 

C. Were you sure you had a record? 

R. At that stage I hadn't read the latest Hang 
Gliding and I thought the world record was 
officially 95 miles. I only found out 
differently later. The funny thing was that 
could have flown 5 miles more just by taking 
off that much further down the coast. But. I 
went as far as I could with relative safety. 
The tail wind had gotten to 600 off or more. 

C. Was the landing turbulent with those sheer 
cl iffs? 

R. Yeah, nasty. Even the first time with 400ft 
to burn, the rotor was bad. 

C. Does the bight have more potential? 

R. If I could spend a month there waiting for it 
to be just right I think I could do 130 miles. 

C. So what's the next challenge? 

R. For me it's business as usual. The company is 
doing well and we're starting to get into 
export. It's not that important to me to be a 
world record holder. 



POWER LINES 
-Scarey Monsters 
A FATALITY AND A LUCKY ESCAPE 

POWER LINES ARE KILLERS. ONE VERY LUCKY MAN PETER 
WRIGHT CAN PERSONALLY TESTIFY TO THEIR DANGER. 
JULIO BORGES WAS NOT SO FORTUNATE. HE WAS 
ELECTROCUTED ATTEMPTING TO LAND IN A "BOMB OUT" 
AREA AT THE BASE OF WORRIGAL ROCKS ON THE 18TH OF 
OCTOBER. BOTH PETER AND JULIO HOLD H' 4 RATINGS. 

THE LUCKY ESCAPE: Peter hit power lines 
crossing the mouth of Mogg's Creek at Fairhaven 
late on the evening of 4th September. Peter had 
flown this site many times. He should have known 
where the power lines were. He escaped injury 
except for burns to one finger, where his wedding 
ring was fused by the electricity. He is lucky to 
be alive. 

Only three days before Peter's accident the 
dangerous nature of these power lines had been 
discussed at a VHGA general meeting at which he was 
present. The VHGA Committee, after some discussion 
wrote to Peter asking him to show just cause why 
his H 4 rating whould not be revoked. The 
Committee felt that the lack of observation, flight 
planning and care shown by Peter did not meet H 4 
standard. Peter subsequently met with the 
Committee and presented his case. 

The VHGA did not rescind Peter's rating, instead, 
asked him to present his story for publication, 
together with this forward, firstly in the hope that 
this anatomy of an accident would encourage people 
to be more careful and less complacent and, 
secondly, to imply a statement of direction by the 
VHGA. 

The VHGA has only once rescinded a rating; this 
for blatant and conscious disregard to safety rules. 
It is an option not often used but it can be. 

Ratings are always subject to review. Our 
rating system is not perfect. It tests technical 
knowledge and basic flying skills but, it cannot 
test judgement, observation, regard for safety and 
responsibility. If, after obtaining a rating, you 
are found wanting in these areas then your rating 
may well be reviewed. 

THE FATALITY: 

Before we even had a chance to publish Peter's 
accident report, Julio Borges was killed when he 
hit power lines at Warrigal rocks. 

We shall all miss Julio. I did not know him 
well but his infectious enthusiasm is a fond 
memory. Hang gliding has tragically lost one of its 
more colourful personalities. Many of us have lost 
a dear friend. 

Sadly, when it comes to the bottom line, 
Julio died as a result of lack of care, judgement 
and observation. An ounce of conservatism would 
have saved him. 
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In short, there is a perfectly good large 
landing area at Warrigal Rocks. Julio had been told 
where this was but he allowed himself to get too low 
before deciding to give up attempting to "get up" 
and land. When he made this decision, his options 
were no longer open and he was forced to land in an 
area which is locally known as the landing area of 
1 as t res ort. It is bi sected by power 1 i nes, the 
terrain slope and it is a small area surrounded by 
trees. 

He had not left himself time to check this 
landing area out. When he turned back realizing 
that he could not make the normal area, he hit 
the power lines bisecting the field. He was kiiled 
instantly. 

There are two things we can learn from Julio's 
accident. One is specific. Always ensure that you 
come over a landing area with sufficient altitude 
to check any potential obstacles - including local 
wind directions. This particularly applies to cross 
country flying. The other is more general. It is 
the reinforcement of the axiom that the air is 
terribly unforgiving of mistakes. Observation an d 
in-flight planning can minimize the number of 
mistakes we make. 

What follows is Pete's own account of his 
accident at Mogg's Greek. Please read it. And, 
think. 

The Lucky Escape 
If I was asked to give a cause for this accident 

I would have to say pilot error. Clearly it was 
my mistake. I must take the responsibility for my 
own safety, while in the air, and for the safety and 
property of others in my vicinity. 

A full account of the events surrounding this 
accident follows: I arrived at Spoin Kop at 
about 4.30 p.m. on the afternoon of the 14th of 
September. When near the top of the track which 
approaches the site from the Mogg's Creek end, 
I saw a glider in the air just above the lower 
take off. I didn't recognise who it was until I 
had seen the pilot's car, when I realised that it 
was Mike in his new Swift. 

I proceeded to set up and was in the air at 
ten to five. I told my wife, who had accompanied 
me, that I would fly for about an hour, provided 
the conditions were suitable and would land 
down near Mogg's Creek. She was to drive down and 
meet me. The wind strength was good and I spent 
the first part of my flight trying to get up with 
the Swift, but couldn't quite make it. After about 
15 minutes or so Mike headed off to the right in an 
attempt to cross the gap and get onto the big hill. 
Shortly before 6 pm he returned, put the glider 
through a series of manoeuvres to lose height and 
landed on top. I watched all this very carefully 
because whilst I'd crossed the gap on a couple of 
occasions I had yet to land on top of Spion. The 
sun was setting and I called to my wife to drive 
down as I was going to land. 



I flew over to the Mogg's Creek area and began 
to lose height by doing passes in front of, and to 
the left of Moggs. I could see Mike packing up and 
at one stage thought about landing on top as I ~as 
at what I judged to be an ideal height. I dec1ded 
against it though as there didn't appear to be a 
great deal of room for error and.instead opted for 
the safer beach landing . I bel1~ved that I had 
lost enough height to set up my f1nal app~oach. I 
was, from memory, bel~w the take.off and J~st above 
the road in front of 1t . The t1de was qU1te a way 
in, leaving a narrow beach. The sun.had set, 
although there was still plenty of llght. 

The wind had swung more on, in f~ct~ it looked 
dead on so I decided that I would SllP 1nto the 
recession in the coastline created by Mogg's Creek 
and do a safe up wind landing, as I had done on a 
number of previous occasions. I knew ~hat there 
were power lines in the area but was qU1t~ sure that 
they were well back, further back than I.1ntended 
or would need to go. The only hazard Wh1Ch I need 
be aware of was the telephone lines which followed 
the road. I watched them continously and slipped 
on inwards. I was ' a little higher than I'd been on 
other occasions and as I have said the tide was 
quite high. So I believe that I went further back 
than I had on previous occasions. 

The first I saw of these power lines was when 
they appeared beneath me. I couldn't continue ~n 
down. There were houses and more power llnes 
feeding them. I could see that there was not 
enough room to continue on or to turn and try to 
squeeze between the telephone lines and the power 
lines . The houses and rising land were too close. 
There wasn't even a good clear area to crash land 
into. 

In the instant that these thoughts assailed me 
I decided to try and get back over the power lines. 
Even if the rear portion of my heel hit I thought I 
might recover sufficiently to get down O.K. 
However, it wasn't to be. I was too close and 
impact was unavoidable. 

There was a bright flash and a loud bang and 
then I found myself suspended upright in my harness, 
below the lines with my glider above me and tangled 
in them. I calied out to my son to let him know 
that I was alive. The creek was directly below 
and I figured that if I could somehow ~et . free of the 
kite I could drop into it. However, w1th1n only a 
few seconds the kite freed itself and still attached 
to it I fell to the ground. I hit, nearly upright, 
on the embankment, between the road and the creek. 
People cam rushing out of their houses, I directed 
a couple of men on how to unhook my carabi~ers an~ 
how to clear the kite from the telephone llnes Wh1Ch 
it was now leaning against. 

Peter Wright. 

(Apart from all the other mistakes whi~h ~his 
pilot made it should also be noted that 1t 1S 
illegal to fly after sunset and for very obvious 
reasons. Even if there still appears tobe plenty 
of light your vision may be impaired. Combined 
with a number of other less than perfect conditions 
this may be critical to your safety. ED.) 
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The Fatality 
On the 18/10/81 Julio Borges, a Brazilian 

hang glider pilot was fatally electrocuted at 
Trawool, 100 km north of Melbourne. 

It's not very easy to describe the tragic 
loss of a close friend but I hope this accident 
report will "scare" every hang glider pilot into 
reality. I don't want to see it happen again. 
There have been too many hang glider - power 
line related accidents in recent years. This 
one was the worst! 

In late September Julio decided to buy my 
Mega 3. He arrived in Melbourne on the 16th of 
October to pick it up. Next day we went to Bells 
Beach where Julio spent about eighty minutes 
soa ri ng. I had no doubts regard i ng hi s abil ity 
to fly the glider safely. He was really pleased 
with it. Next day, Sunday the 18th, we decided 
to thermal at a site called Warrigal Rocks. This 
is a 1600 ft N/E site and conditions were perfect, 
couldbase at about 5,500 ft AGL, cloudstreets and 
light wind at takeoff, very little in the valley 
below. 

Most flyers had launched and gone cross 
country or bombed out in the landing area, North 
of the Trawool Hotel. I briefed Julio for some 
fifteen minutes regarding tight landing areas, 
eighty· foot trees, hops"farms strung with wire, 
fences, power lines and telecom installations, 
most of which were visible from launch. I also 
warned about getting too low before setting up 
a good approach! 

Colin Barry, Julio Borges and I were the 
last fly~rs on the ridge. I hooked a boomer and 
headed down wind towards cloudbase, Colin and 
Julio were low that last time I could see them. 

I landed at Howerdale, only to hear the 
tragic news - "Julio is dead, he was electrocuted 
in power lines near the landing area!" 



Berni e Bee r drove me back to the scene of 
the accident. Police, S.E.C. were still there, 
after surveying tangled power lines, burnt and 
melted sailcloth and mylar, fixed rigging wire 
and scorched grass. I walked away in shock. The 
following Tuesday I travelled to Seymour to give 
an accident report to D.O.T. and police. The 
photos show the extent of glider damage; half of 
it was incinerated on contact with the power lines . 

After discussions with D.O.T. and eyewitness 
Colin Barry, the following was observed -----
Julio was very low over a paddock in which he could 
have landed safely. He tried to cross the road 
which had large trees each side. At this stage he 
had already crossed the power lines with very 
little altitude and decided to turn sharp right as 
he couldn't make it over the trees. He followed 
the powerlines for some 200 yards. The first set 
of three strand lines at 600ft, the second set of 
threestrand lines between 25ft-35ft but, spaced 
40ft apart. At this stage he pulled on speed 
and turned sharp right, only to hit the lower 
set of 66,000 volt lines and was killed instantly. 
We feel he could have turned left and landed between 
the lines and the road, but he turned right towards 
the lines, thinking he could land under them in a 
larger clearing. It must be noted that he was 
wearing dark "Vaurnet" sunglasses, which may have 
contributed. We feel he had seen the higher lines 
(new installation) and could not see the lower 
lines (old installation). The lower set ~ 
impossible to see against background terrain from 
100ft without sunglasses. 

The official D.O.T. Report will be released 
in due course. This report was written based on 
the facts and observations after a three day 
investigation. 

I know Julio had many friends in other states 
that will miss him, as many in Victoria will. 

Safe soaring, be careful. 

Ian O'Neill 
Victoria. 

ANOTHER 
ACCIDENT REPORT 

Accident Report - Parachute Deployment Following 
Attempted Loop 

Date: 28th September, 1981 

Time: 5.30 p.m. 

Rating: Hang IV 

Site: Porepunkah Ridge - Blackfellow Peak. 

Description: Inland Ridge Soaring with light 
thennals. I was getting to 1,300 
ft above launch in light ridge and 
thennal lift. I had just flown 2 km 
straight out to a landing next to the 
dirt road leading to Buckland Valley. 
The air out in front was reasonably 
smooth and approximately 15 knots. 
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Wind Speed: 

Glider: 

Witnesses 

13-18 knots on launch at 3 p.m. 

Moyes Mega II - large 

Ian Haigh, Barry Spicer, John 
Townsend, Phil Flentje. 

Description of Accident compiled by Phil Flentje, 5~ 
years experience, Hang V, S.A.H.G.A. Safety Officer. 

I had just landed next to a group of learners 
at the bottom of the ridge. The pilot flew out from 
the ridge, arriving above us at approximately 900ft 
A.G.L. (pilot noted altitude on altimeter and I 
guessed altitude at 7-800ft). He entered a steep 
dive and then pushed out for an obvious attempt at 
a loop. The glider reached 1400 of the loop when 
it stalled. The pilot was still in view and pushing 
hard on the bar but it wouldn't complete the loop. 
The Mega II appeared to sink along an axis parallel 
to the kingpost and tailsliding slightly. As the 
sail went negative you could see the impression of 
the pilot falling into and lying on the sail on 
the right wing next to the crossbar and keel. 

The nose of the glider lowered to a completely 
inverted position and it began floating like a leaf. 
Then, after the loss of approximately 150ft the 
bridle line appeared at the right hand tip, but 
the deployment bag was not visible. The pilot said 
that the bag sat on the tip for "a while". After 
another 50 -100 ft descent the rocking of the glider 
tilted the bag off but it only floated next to the 
glider with the bridle line obviously slack. With 
the loss of another 200ft the bridle came taught 
and the bag streamed off as the chute came out. The 
glider was still inverted and sinking like a leaf, 
swaying from right to left. At approm 400ft AGL the 

glider's right wing sank and sideslipped. At this 
stage the parachute opened, probably because of the 
increased sink rate as the gliderbegan sideslipping. 
It seemed that for 100ft after the bag came off that 
the chute wasn't going to open. Maybe the sink rate 
of the inverted glider was slow enough to prevent 
an immediate deployment. Then, at 300ft under 
canopy, the glider returned to its inverted 
position until 80ft A.G.L .. At 60-80 ft AGL the 
nose of the glider rotated down so that the A-frame 
hit squarely first followed almost immediately by 
the nose. 

The pilot walked away with a badly bruised 
shin. The glider suffered 2 bent down tubes, some 
tight nuts and bolts needing a thorough safety 
check. 

COMMENTS 

I know the Mega II had reinforced sleeved 
crossbars and possible sleeving on the leading 
edges. It perfonned flawlessly. From 1400 of 
a loop to negative load - with the thump of a 
14~ stone man and gear to load it negative nothing 
even looked like breaking, or even bending. It 
didn't enter a nose down attitude one, I don't 
know why? But it didn't tuck, tumble or breakup 
so let no rumours fly. 



As for the parachute deployment. It worked 
and the pilot is alive. However, it took 
approximately 5-600ft and that's more than what 
we've been led to believe. The reasons are there, 
however. 1) The chute wasn't thrown to the full 
extension of its bridle line so there was no 
shock to induce the opening. As it was it sat on 
the tip, just short of the divestick. 2) The 
chute wasn't packed in the last 3-4 month period 
so it would've been highly compressed, leaving no 
air in it to aid a rapid deployment. 3) A quick 
pull on the bridle line, if he could've found it, 
may have caused the bag to come off earlier. 

Now, it comes back to the story of loops. 
Put yourself in the pilot's place from the moment 
he knew it was stalling at 1400 . He went 
through it, and I, among several others saw it. 
Imagine yourself going through it. 

Leave loops in the textbooks and in the past, 
please. 

Phil Flentje. 

A pilot sprints down the take-off of Mt. Buffalo. 
His competitor has gone off just ahead. The Burrs 
is behind the tree in the right of the picture. 
Photo by Paul Murdoch. 

Bombay or Bust 
Bill and Steve Moyes \~ill miss this year's New 
Year at Buffalo. They will be in Bombay on their 
way to Tanzania to make a feature movie on flying 
from the top of the l~OOO', snow capped Mt. 
Kilimanjaro. Dick Dennison has been researching 
the film for 4 years and it is eventually going 
to happen. There are 2 good times in the year 
for flying the mountain: January and August. 
We will arrive back on February 2nd, missing all 
the Buffalo meets and all the excitement that 
enta il s. 

Best of luck and stay high. 

Steve Moyes. 
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198//2 Mt Buffalo x-c 
List of Entries for the Buffalo X-C classic 
28th December 1981 - 3 January 1982 

(Pilots names appear in order of selection) 

Australian pilots 
Steve Moyes 
Ian Jarman 
Phil Matthewson 
Glen Woodward 
Rick Duncan 
John Reynoldson 
Brian Rushton 
Steve Gilmour 
Rod White 
Bernie Beer 
Rob de Groot 
Alan Daniels 
Stephen Ruffels 
Chris MacDonald 
Val Wallington 
Phil Fl entje 
Stewart Kenworthy 
Ray Chatfield 
Sam Gravette 

Four US pilots 
Jeff Scott 
Phil Ray 
P. Burns 
Walt Nielsen 

Five New Zealand Pilots 
(Names unknown) 

Australian Pilots 
Rick Martin 
Denis Cummings 
Hank Numeyer 
J. Heymans 
Col Barry 
Ian O'Neill 
Lindsay Hall 
Mark Facius 
Kevin Walker 
Paul Kelley 
G. Etherton 
Paul Cleland 
Craig Worth 
Shane Duncan 
Rob Danaher 
Paul Mollison 
Paul Murdoch 
Bruce Daniels 
Kel Smith 
Rob Davies 
Russel Brierley 

Alternate pilot 
Wayne Collison 

49 Pilots 
1 alternate pilot 



8USTR8LI8N 
CROSS -COUNTRY IJEft6UE 

PRIZES 
OVERALL: Longest Flight .. on an Australian Glider . . . P.A. Chute ($340 .. donated by Parachutes Au st ra lia) 

To a pilot that flies the magic 200 miles on a MOYES glider .. $500. 
CLASS A: 1st Place .. on a glider bought from CLOUDBASE . .. $2 50 

1st Place .. on an ULTRA LIGHT glider .. BALL digital vario/altimeter ($440) 
1st Place . . on a MOYES glider ... $250 

CLASS B: 1st Place .. on a glider bought from CLOUDBASE . . . $250 
1st Place .. donated by PARACHUTES AUSTRALI A . . COCOON Harness ($130) 
1st Place .. on a MOYES glider ... $100 
Longest single flight from Stanwell ... $50 (CLOUDBASE ) 
1st and 2nd place in each class receive trophies 

ENTER NOW: Pilots, here's your chance 
to compete in a contest open to all, 
based on consistency, and involving 
no need to leave your local sites, 
to find Australia's best X-C sites 
and pilots. 
THE TASK: Clock up the highest 
average straight-line distance from 
your best 8 flights. There's no 
limit to the number of flights you 
may enter . 
DATES: From OCTOBER 31 to JANUARY 
31 1982. 
2 CLASSES: Class A is designed 
for Hang 4 and 5 and embraces both 
the 1982 NATIONALS and BUFFALO X-C 
EVENTS . Class B is open to all other 
pilots and is to encourage advanced 
Hang 3 pilots to get into thermalling while 
others can accumulate miles on some of the long ridges 
that abound in this country. 

donated by CLOUDBASE 
DOCUMENTATION: Date of flight and take off and 

landing times . 6 f i gure map references are 
required for take off and landing plus a 
general description of l anding location, 
approximate distance flown, photo or 
barograph evidence optional . Official 
distances will be measured on Natmap 

1:250,000 Topo maps. 

WITNESSES: Name, addres s and phone 
numbers of take off and at least two 
landing witnes ses for each flight , and 
only entries posted within 10 days of 
flight will be scored. Restricted to 
foot-l aunched, non-pol'lered hang gl i ders, 
only. 

RESULTS : Flight documentation will be 
examined by the Verification Board and 

League position and distances published 
monthly. 

The League is hosted by CLOUDBASE Hang Gliding Centre. 

AUSTRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE ENTRY FORM. 
PILOT NAME: ___________________ AGE: ________ I:IGFA NO. : ____ _ 

ADDRESS: RATING: CLASS : _____ _ 
______________________ TELEPHONE: ______________ _ 

ENTRY FEE: $15.00 (to cover administration 
and verification expenses) 
Entry Form and Fee must be received 
before or accompanying 1st flight. 

Make Cheques payable to : 
Australian Cross Country League 
C/- CLOUDBASE Hang Gliding Centre 
499 Crown Street, SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

I, the undersigned hereby request permission to enter and participate in the Australian Cross Country 
League. I acknowledge that my participation is voluntary and that I know the risks and dangers of cross 
country flying, and that unexpected dangers may arise during the League. The decisions regarding when and 
where to fly and where to land are my own, and I accept all risks of injury to my person or others and/or 
property that may be sustained during the League. I am aware of ANO 95.8 and Transport Australia 
regulations concerning operations of hang gliders. In consideration of the permission granted to me to 
participate in the League, I do hereby, for myself and my heirs, release the officials and sponsors of the 
League and Cloudbase Hang Gliding Centre from all claims for injuries sustained by my person and/or 
property during my participation in the League due to negligence or any other fault. 

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING REQUEST AND RELEASE : 

SIGNED : ________________ HITNESS : _________ DATE : _______ _ 
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East Coast flyers please note that Bass Park 
Trust has asked for cooperation at Flinders - No 
On toplandings and please use the stepped walk up 
path. No take off's from the low ridge at the top 
of the walk up path. (we have a good record lately 
at Flinders. Don't spoil it!) 

WHERE TO GO? 

The VHGA VOCA PHONE has moved again. If you 
want to know where to fly or learn,either on the 
coast or inland, ring Melbourne (03) 690 3051 on 
the weekends and John Reynoldson will have the 
information you need. 

SPION KOP 

Down the West Coast at Spion Kop it would be 
appreciated if NO ON TOP landings were attempted. 
I know Victorian flyers don't have many on the top 
landing sites, but this is no place to practice, 
particularly with all the power lines around, (see 
article re Peter Wright). 

TEDDY'S 

Yes!!! It happened again. Teddy's did work. 
Our Premier Coastal Site working on E-SE on shore 
winds. 

Those who went to Teddy's (H4 ins i te) had a 
memorable flight. Roger Fox, after flying to Wye 
River, apparently suffering cold (doesn't believe in 
gloves), landed. Craig Aitken and John Reynoldson 
flew on, with Gavin Bond, to Kennet River (as well 
as Michael Cockburn and Rob Donaher) to fly back to 
Teddy's to Eastern View, then returning to Teddy's. 
Michael and Robert continued to Mogg's Creek (just 
before Spoin Kop, our S/9W site). 

Apparently Mike just went a couple of hundred 
yards longer than Rob. So Michael is in the running 
for the Roger Carr Trophy for the longest distance 
on the West Coast. 

Congradulations fellas on showing what the 
Victorians can do. 

A note on Teddy's: it is not an easy take off . There 
are roads and trees and ~ a few good landing areas 
along the coast. If you're not up to it, don't let 
your pride get you into trouble. It's not rated H 4 
for fun. We want to keep you alive. Safe Soaring. 
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STOP PRESS: VICTORIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Three rounds had been flown when the magazine 
went to press. The competition is one on one. 
In the lead were Ian O'Neill and Steve Ruffels 
with three wins each out of the three rounds flown. 

VHGA CONTACT SHEET 

General correspondence, 
Rating forms (No self-addressed envelope required), 
Skysailor Submissions 
P.O. Box 400 
PRAHRAN VIC. 3181 

TRAINING ENQUIRIES: 

Southern School of Hang Gliding (03) 44 5557 

OFFICE BEARERS 

PRESIDENT: DAVE HARDING (03) 
SECRETARY: GAVIN HILL (03) 
TREASURER: FRED BUTCHER (031 
COMPETITION 
DIRECTOR: WESLEY HILL (03) 
TRAINING 
DIRECTOR : ROD STEEL (03) 
H.G.F.A. 
COORDINATOR: CRAIG AITKEN (03) 

skysocring 
PO 

industries 
Box 103, 

VARIOMETERS 

699 6128 
277 7942 
561 6561 

277 7942 

44 557 (BH) 

429 3001 

Thirroul 2515 

Hummi ngbi rd ........................ $195 
Ball 620H, small audio vario ....... $280 
Ball 631, audio vario 

& digital altimeter ...... $480 
Kwik clamps ........................ $23 

AL TIMETERS 
Thommen 2000-26 ............. . ...... $115 
~lrist strap ........................ $7 

WI NO ~1ETERS 
Hall windmeters with brackets ...... $30 

PARACHUTES 
Advanced Air Sports 
20 Kevlar lines 
20ft. canopy, 1 oz cloth 
weighs 4~ lbs, super compact ...... $410 
with single container bag ......... $430 
with double container bag ......... $450 

ph()fle SIeve Kennard (042) 
61/194 



BEPPU 
The world Competition at Beppu, Japan: There 

were a few hitches at Beppu. The landing area was 
cut in to the side of the mo untain. However, 
t hose that went, Steve Gilmour, Steve Moyes, Bob 
French and Wesley Hill, all had an enjoyable time, 
I'm sure. The Japanese organization and hospitality 
were terrific. Australia came a creditable sixth. 
Unfortunately, the weather wasn't to kind . But 
nothing to worry about; just a typhoon. The next 
World Cup Competition will be held in Germany. 
More on the World Competition next month . 

BOB FRENCH AIRBORNE AT MT TSURAMI. PHOTO 
WESLEY HILL. 

. ' 
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COMPETITIONS 
TASK DESIGN 

BY ~lIKE MEIER 
(This article was written for FAI as a result 
of dissatisfaction amongst pilots competing in 
the World Cup at Beppu, Japan with the way that 
competition tasks were designed. It was 
considered by many of the pilots that many of 
the tasks were hardly fair. The problem of 
bad design was made even worse by the inclement 
weather conditions prevailing during most of the 
competition.The same tas ks were used in 
France durinq the \~orld Cup, two years ago . 
But, that was two years ago. The gliders were 
very different then . 

This article is printed for the information of 
all Competition Directors and others assisting 
in the orgainization of tasks for competitions 
during the summer season. Mike ~1eier attempts 
to lay down some guidelines for competition 
tasks which will be fair to all pilots competing.) 

TAS K DESIGN COMMITTEE 

1. Essential assumptions regarding the nature 
of hang gliding competition. 

A. There are three skill s t ha t are relevant 
in hang gliding: 

1 . The ability to ma ximize rate of climb 
and/or minimize rate of sink. 

2. The ability to maximize ground speed 
and distance covered flying cross 
country . 

3. The ability to land safely. 

B. The skill of a pilot can only be measured 
if the factors of luck and variable air 
conditions are separated f r om the skill 
factor by the method of measurement. 

2. Proposed format for competition in 
consideration of the above assumptions: 

A. Principles of Task: 
1. The task shall place a premium on 

the ability to climb quickly in lift, 
or sink slowly in weak, non-sustaining 
conditions. 

2. The task shall place a premium on 
the ability to cover ground quickly. 

3. The task shal l require that the 
pilot be able to land safely. 

B. Principles of Skill Measurement: 

1. Pilots shall compete in a one versus 
one format. Both pilots shall launch 
within the same 30 second window. 
Only by having the opportunity to 
fly directly against a single opponent 
with eaual access to all available 
condit{ons can a pilot prove his 
level of skill. In SO doing, he can 
prove only his superior or inferior 
skill relative to that opponent. 
Therefore the result of every such 



match-up shall be a score of 1 pOint 
for the winner and zero pOints for 
the loser. 

2. Pilots shall be matched so that a 
pair of pilots competing against one 
another shall have the same score 
(win - loss record) gOing into the 
flight. Pilots are seeded before 
the meet, and matches are made so 
as to maximize the seed number 
differential between opponents. 

3. Landing scores for precision landing 
and landing form shall be kept to 
determine the final placing order 
among pilots who finish with the 
same win - loss record. 

C. Task Design: 
1. Basic Principles: 

A. To prove superior skill over his 
opponent a pilot must be given 
by the rules and scoring structure 
of the task the right to choose 
to follow his opponent throughout 
the -flight and have thereby equal 
access to the same conditions. 

B. The rules and scoring of the task 
must be such that the pilot who 
can stay above his opponent and/ 
or ahead of his opponent along 
the course will be the winner. 

2. Tas ks : 

A. Distance along a route 
B. Time (minimum) to a goal (straight 

line or goal and return) 
C. Free distance 
D. X-C goal/duration (X-C pylons -

with the shortest time around 
the furthest pylon the winner, 
or longest duration if no pylons 
are obtainable. Pylons are set 
so as to require substantial 
climbing, and must be done in 
order.) 

LOOKING BACK AND DOWN AT MT. TSURUMI. PHOTO 
WESLEY HILL 
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Australian x-c League -Report 

More and more pilots are tasting the joys of 
thermalling and cross country flying.The League 
provides further incentive beyond the pure joys 
of getting high and going far and you, YES YOU, 
can be part of this cross country revolution and 
you don't have to go to Bufalo or be a top 
rated competition pilot. 

Last week Ricky Martin flew a straight line 
distance of 55km without leaving the Illawarra 
escarpment by launching at Jamberoo and landing 
at Stanwell while at the same time Bob Davidson 
flew the opposite route to land near Macquarie 
Pass.Meanwhile, the Newcastle boys were going 
for it from ST Clair with both Rick Duncan and 
Ian Cummings gaining very good distances.Further 
north Brian Rushton is pushing further inland 
from the Coorabel ridge with some good heights, 
considering the high moisture content of the air 
up that way.Steve Manchester had a good one at 
Bathurst recently and the pre-frontal day in the 
Singleton area will not be forgotten by those 
hang three pilots experiencing their first taste 
of thermals. 

The recent rains, unfortunately, put paid 
to a lot of well made plans to hit the league 
with full force on the first weekend. I guess 
that's what we get for basing it on the British 
X-C League system. 

However the boys in WA aren't being held 
down and reports trickling in indicate that 
there is record breaking stuff over there.The 
present mail strike may slow official results 
from getting through but if they can duplicate 
their efforts of the last month then I'm not 
going to the Owens next year.The Vic's have 
just been given some handy concessions against 
the ANO and as their weather improves we'll 
probably have Bernie and the boys dropping in 
for dinner on a strong Southerly. 

Too long have we suffered the complicated, 
far away, time away from work contest blues. 
This League requires no excessive travelling 
(unless you fly a hundred miles), is open to ANY 
hang three to five pilot in the country, is 
split into two classes to give the newer pilots 
(HIlI) a chance to win some prizes and will help 
us find the most consistent thermal/X-C pilots 
and sites in Australia.Only $1500 worth of 
trophies, prizes and contingency awards donated 
by Cloudbase, Ultra Light, Parachutes Australia 
and others. 

You have three months to clock up those 
miles (Jan 31st) so get out and have a go. Entry 
forms in this month's Skysailor. 



Queensland News 

On October, 26th. J Scurch was charged and 
convicted for .an offence against A.N.O. 95.8 
Section 32B, "Flying in controlled airspace without 
permission". He was fined $100 or 21 days in 
prison. 

Mr. Scurch was flying from Castle Hill, 
Townsville, which is about 3 km. from the 
Townsville airport. The police were waiting for 
him when he landed. 

It seems Mr. Scurch is from Sweden and had been 
in Australia only a few days and had not contacted 
or been contacted by any flyers in the area. There 
were a number of other offences against the ANO 
which he could have been charged with, e.g. "Over 
300ft, flying over populated area etc. ," but more 
importantly not a member of (financial) of Q.H.G.A. 
or any other recognised organisation. 

Because people rarely fly alone, it is the 
responsibility of every flyer, especially, Safety 
Officers, and Directors, to be absolutely certain 
all the guys you fly with are financial members, 
NOW. There are still a number of unfinancial 
members. YOU KNOW who they are. 

There is also another A.N.O. concerning 
"Regattas, public gatherings etc." What this means 
is, if you are holding a competition, fly-in, 
demonstration etc. you must notify your local 
A.T.C. office. This is for your benefit. Obviously 
if the A.T.C. office knows when and where you are 
it can notify all other aircraft of your whereabouts 
so that they can be told to avoid the area. This 
can only be done if everyone knows where evey'ybody 
else is. This apparently was not done for the 
Eungella competition. Legal action may be taken 
against the organiser/s. 

If you are organising a competion, fly-in, 
etc. it is your responsibility to control 
spectators, whether they are invited or not. This 
means keeping them out of the set-up area. This 
saves them walking on your glider. (Especially 
dogs and kids with dirty feet and drippy ice blocks, 
hamburgers etc.) Keep them out of the take-off and 
la.nding areas. Beware of budding Cecil B. De Milne 
types with huge telephoto 1 enses . It is i mpos sib 1 e 
to judge speed and distance when taking pictures. 
The obvious will happen, sooner or later. A 
non-competing Safety Officer should be appointed 
for spectator control. 

Sadly for us all, our state co-ordinator, Graham 
Pukallus has been transferred to Richmond NSW for 
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for about 12 months. It will be impossible to 
match his enthusiasm and organisation skills in 
running Q.H.G.A., but we will try our best. At 
present Marise a.nd I will take over till Graham 
returns. 

PAUL CARROL (Acting State Co-ordinator & Treasurer) 

(The importance of adhering to Air Navigation 
Orders cannot be over emphasised. How can we except 
Transport Australia to grant us greater air space 
if we can't fly reponsibly in those areas which we 
already have? Please don't jeopardise the flying 
future of other pilots in exchange for a single 
cheap thrill. ED) 

GLIDER DROPPED INTO TROUBLE 

Brisbane - A hang-glider flight off 
a hill in the centre of Townsville yesterday cost 
a young Swiss man $100. 

Josepy Schurch, 23, pleaded guilty in the 
Townsville Magistrate's Court to flying in control
led air space without a permit - a breach of the air 
navigation regulations. 

The Court was told Schurch, an experienced 
hang-glider pilot, took off from Castle Hill on ' 
Sunday. 

A light plane,authorised by the Federal 
Transport Department, buzzed the glider and directed 
it to land. Schurch brought the glider down in 
Queens Park Gardens, where Federal Police arrested 
him. 

Schurch's lawyer told the court the defendant 
did not know Australian regulations banned hang 
gliding within 65 km of an airport. 

In Switzerland, the restricted zone was 5km 
from airports. 

Mr. J. Winmill, SM said he accepted that 
Schurch was not aware of air navigation rules in 
Australia but said it was still a dangerous 
practice. 

(For those of you who read the above item in 
the newspaper please note that Air Navigation Order 
95-8 has not changed. The gentleman in question was 
flying in the restricted Air Traffic Control Zone 
for Townsville Airport . He thoroughly deserved 
what he got as he was flying in a built up area as 
well as in controlled air space. 

The importance of informing overseas pilots 
of our regulations cannot be over emphasized. This 
is part of the reason why HGFA introduced short term 
memberships: to ensure that all overseas pilots are 
insured against third party accident claims and to 
ensure that they speak to local pilots who should 
inform them of our local flying conditions, rules 
and regulations. Please ensure that any overseas 
pilot you meet in Australia is aware of where he or 
she can and cannot fly. It has taken a lot of hard 
work to build up good relations with Transport 
Australia. We don't want to see all this 
jeopardized. ED.) 



North Queensland Camp. 
The 1981 North Queensland Hang Gliding 

Championships were held at Eungella on the 
3rd of October. The second day of the competition 
had to be cancelled due to a sudden change in the 
weather so we adjourned to the bar to drown our 
sorrows and chat up the barmaids. 

When the results were announced the "Newcastle 
Mafia" had made us an offer we couldn't refuse 
and taken most of the prizes. The results of the 
cross country were:-

1st CHRIS McDONALD NEWCASTLE 18.5km 
2nd ROSS HINTON NEWCASTLE 14.2km 
3rd SHANE (I'D LOVE 

TO HAVE A BEER 
WITH} DUNCAN NEWCASTLE 13.1km 

4th PAUL CARTER SUNSHINE COAST 13.0km 

The 4th position was hotly contested with 
three contestants r8]istering 13km. PAUL MOLLISON 
of NEWCASTLE and DAVO LAMONT of PROSERPINE were 
pipped at the post in a re-measure, although 
someone suggested pi stols at twenty paces to 
sa ve driv i ng back to t he landing area. 

Chris Mc Do na l d, as winner of the Cross 
Count ry will al so ha ve his name engraved on 
the IAN CAMERON MEMORI AL t rophy, wh i ch i s 
mounted in t he lounge of the Chal et. 

The results of the Total Distance competition 
were as follows :-

1st PAUL CARTER SUNSHINE COAST 
2nd "HEAVY KEVY" MAGENNIS NEWCASTLE 
3rd ROSS HINTON NEWCASTLE 

38.0km 
23.1km 
22.7km 

Congradulations to all the winners, and many 
thanks to those who came so far to compete. We 
hope everyone will come again next year. Bring 
your friends. Even if you don't win, the 
celebrations are always fun. 

On behalf of all the compeitors I'd like 
to thank Ethel and his able assistants from 
Townsville for organising the competition. I'd also 
1 i ke to thank Ian Coul ston and the staff of "The 
Cha 1 et" for the great time they gave us and all the 
help to make the competition such a success. 

Your roving reporter 
Nev Hoger ("Hoges") 

(Next year it would help if you rang your local 
Air Traffic Control Office to notify them of the 
competition. We can't except Transport Australia 

to co-operate with us if we don't co-operate on 
simple little things such as notifying the local 
ATC office of a competitior. EO) 
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Transport Australia 
Warning 

Dear Sir, 

I refer to my letter of 22 September 1981 
concerning hang gliding operations at Eungella 
on 3 - 4 October 1981. 

You will read that the approval to operate in 
controlled airspace was granted depending on a 
number of conditions being met. One of these 
conditions was that the QHGA officer in charge 
of the competitions was to contact the officer 
in charge of Air Traffic Control at Mackay for 
briefing, prior to the commencement of each 
day's flying. 

I have been advised by our office in Mackay 
that this requirement was not carried out. 

When conditions are placed on concessions 
granted against the Air Navigation Orders they 
are for reasons of safety and expedience of all 
air traffic. Furthermore, if all such 
instructions are not complied with the 
concession becomes invalid and those concerned 
have contravened the Air Navigation Regulations. 

Th us the cavalier approach demonstrated by your 
representative in Mackay was not only disappointing 
but irresponsible . 

If the QHGA is unable to ensure that its officers 
and members abide by instructions given by this 
Department, consideration will have to be given 
as to whether concessions against the Air 
Navigation Orders can be granted to the QHGA in 
the future. 

You are urged to bring this matter to the attention 
of all QHGA officers. 

Yours faithfully, 

(TN GWYNN-JONES) 
for Director 



NOBBY NOTES 
It is with regret we announce that the RAAF 

has transferred our Secretary, Graham to Richmond 
for approximately 14 months. We are however, 
l ooking forward to seeing him and flying with him 
many times in between. 

The wind conditions at the Nobby have not been 
the best lately, with many hours spent sitting on 
the hill or travelling to and from the landing area, 
for those flyers that have a go but end up at the 
bottom. Stick with it fellars it's usually the day 
you don't turn up that everyone has a ball. 

The family barbecue held on October 17 at 
Hank's was another great success with our flying 
Minstrel, Rick Fys, envolving everyone with his 
singalongs. 

The arrangements for the Christmas party and 
Flying at the Nobby on December 5th and 6th have 
been completed and will be in the format of a 
Barbeque/Smorgasboard. The party will be held 
on Saturday evening in the hall next to the 
Glamorganvale Hotel and those who wish to sleep in 
the hall overnight are welcome to do so. The 
landowner has also agreed to let us camp overnight 
on the Nobby if we wish and has offered to provide 
water and barbeques so that we can have a hot 
breakfast on Sunday morning. 

We expect this to be a fantastic weekend but 
we need to know the numbers now to buy supplies and 
arrive at a cost per head. So get with it you guys 

from the North Coast, Byron Bay, Newcastle and any 
others that wish to attend. Elect someone from your 
group to take a head count. (Dont forget the kids 
as Santa needs to know). Let Heather or myself 
know on (07) 395 5892, Dave Oxley on (07) 288 3041 
or alternatively write to H.McAllan 12 Coates Street, 
Morningside 4170. 

Safe Soaring - Ted McAllan 

Parting Words 
As from the 31st October I will no longer be 
the State Coordinator of QHGA due to a posting 
from the Brisbane area to a RAAF Base at Richmond, 
NSW. I sincerely hope the State Coordinator, 
Paul Carrol receives the assistance from everyone 
in Queensland as I did during my term, and wish 
him all the best. 

I intend taking up an active part in the HGFA, 
where any assistance is no doubt needed. I 
also would like to comment on the overwhelming 
welcome I received when I recently flew Stanwell 
Park for the first time. I was assisted in 
every way possible by the locals of Stanwel1 
Park Hang Gliding Club, of which I am now a 
member. 

~lr. Ted McAllen will be the new secretary of 
the Nobby Area SkySurfing Association. He is 
most capable of maintaining the high standard 
of organisation within the club: Good one, Ted! 
Well, that's about it from me: I'd better get 
back to Stanwe11 to practice my top landings 
or else. 

Graham Pukal1us 

CAN'T KEEP IT UP? • 
BALL VARIOMETERS MAKE A RANGE OF TOP CLASS VARIOMETERS ONE OF 

WHICH WILL SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS: 

* All prices quoted include the new Federal Government Sales Tax 
All prices subject to change without notice. 

MODEL 620H - Compact, audio on up only, internal 
batteries (not suppl ied) .............................. $278* 

MODEL 631 - Super vario/altimeter, audio full 
range or up only, digital altimeter, 
uses internal batteries (not supplied) .............. . . $470* 

We are the Australian agent for BALL Variometers Inc. and offer 
12 months warranty (factory approved backup in Australia) on 
all variometers sold. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Winter Airspeed Indicators, self contained, made for 
hang gliders ....... ............. . .............. .. ......... . ........ $121* 
Replogle Barographs, light weight, rugged and 
reliable, 30,000' range ............................................ $346* 
Mechanical variometers ...... Compasses ... . .. Oxygen 

For further information write or call Tom Gilbert 

T. & J. Sailplane Services 
BOX 324, CAMDEN, N.S. W. 2570 

PHONE (046) 66 7079 - A.H. (046) 57 1288 
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ACCIDENT PRONE 

So you think you're ready to go prone. Many 
pilots are unaware that this advancement is 
advisable only after a minimum of several months 
soaring experience. Important factors must be 
taken into account before 'prone' is attempted. 
Read on and think about the following. 

Site: 

It will be hard to get the height that you 
will require above the take-off at Lake George. 
I recommend Pig Hill. It has a safe take-off 
and drops away quickly, giving you a safe margin 
of height, very soon after you're airborne. 
Pig also has a huge unobstructed landing area. 
Whichever site you choose, get to know it while 
flying 'hang'. 

Conditions: 

Wait for a calm day or get your bum out of 
bed and fly early in the morning - before the 
wind wakes up. In Pig Hill's case, if you leave 
it too late in the day, the thermals will make the 
flight too bumpy to attempt 'prone'. During 
summer we usually get started at about 6-6.30 am. 

Equipment: 

Most harnesses you buy these days are suit
able for 'hang' and 'prone' and allow quick, easy 
entry into and out of 'prone'. Make sure yours 
is of this type. Some gliders are set up for 
'hang' only, so get a safety officer to check 
your glider and make the necessary changes. 

Prepare Yourself: 

It sounds dull but it's important. Hang an 
'A' frame up somewhere so that your feet don't 
touch the ground, while in the 'hang' position. 
Now practice getting into and out of 'prone'. Use 
your stirrup (not the 'A' frame) to push on, to 
plop yourself into 'prone'. Try not to look down 
at the stirrup when you do this because it's a 
real no-no. Lie in 'prone' and pretend you are 
flying - turn, dive, stall, turn. It takes a 
while to become used to being flat (gets you in 
the neck, hey). 

Benefits of Prone: 

1. 

2. 

You are able to move your body further, 
thereby getting better pitch and roll control. 

You are able to fly more efficiently due to 
less drag. 

3. There is a greater feeling of freedom as 
you will see less of the glider. 

4. More comfortable. 

5. Looks better. 
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Drawbacks of Prone: 

1. Prone is an unnatural position. 

2. If close to the ground when a mishap occurs, 
vital organs are more vulnerable when prone. 

3. Your centre of gravity is higher, therefor~ 
you have to move your body further for a glven 
angle of bank, than you would ~ave to in ha~g, 
thereby making prone more physlcally demandlng. 

Tips: 

1. Make sure you have plenty of height above 
the ground. 

2. Get well away from the hill before you 
attempt prone. 

3. Hold onto your stirrup so as not to trip 
on it while running. 

4. Don't look down at the stirrup during 
prone entry. 

5. When turning, move your whole body along 
the 'A' frame, don't just move your head 
and shoulders. 

6. Remember, when prone, the A-frame is under 
you, not in front of you, as it is when in 
hang. If the glider is not responding you 
may have the bar too far out or No. 5 may 
apply. 

7. Resume the hang position well before landing, 
at least 50 feet and more if the air is 
turbul ent. 

8. Don't be afraid to ask for advice. 

9. Carefully plan your flight and stick to jt. 

Well that's all I can think of, and although 
there are probably other factors, if you keep in 
mind the above you will have a better chance of 
not becoming , accident prone. 

Peter Cursley 

, .. ..... ' 

CARTOON BY KEN DEITZ J 

ENGINEROOM ATTN, 



To ny got the hang of 

gliding in USA 
HANG glider pilot Tony Hanlon returned to 

Gympie without winning an event at the 
cross-country championships in California but 
nevertheless highly pleased at having had the 
opportunity of competing in such prestigious 
titles. 

There's some incongruity about the venue 
of these championships, with the 
landscape alternating between desert country, 
snow-capped mountains, great canyons and vast 
alfalfa (lucerne) ranches. 

The championships are held in the 25 miles 
wide valley between White Mountain Range and the 
Sierra Nevada in eastern California. The fact 
that the mountains rise to 13,000 feet accounts 
for their snow-capped peaks. 

Tony Hanlon and Stan Roy, of Palmwoods, were 
the only Queenslanders among the Australians 
who competed in the titles. 

FAMED LOSER TONLY HANLON OF GYMPIE QUEENSLAND 
(ANOTHER AUSSIE WANKER) 

The 12 member Australian party was led by 
father and son duo, Bill and Stephen Moyes, of 
Sydney, who pioneered the sport in Australia in 
the 1960s and are highly regarded throughout 
the world for their design and flying skills. 

Tony points out that hang gliding is not a 
new sport; in fact, it was practised about the 
turn of the century but began to decline with 
the advent of powered aircraft. 

Nowadays half a dozen world -ranking 
competitions are held in the United States each 
year and they attract pilots from many countries. 

The cross-country championships in California 
are run in three sections with the finalists 
comprising the placegetters in the first two 
sections. 
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"Each competition extended over seven to ten 
days and every day at least seventy pilots would 
be in the air," Tony recalls. 

"This is an area of the world where massive 
height gains and distance records are achieved. 
There were blokes getting to 22,000 feet by 
thermal ling, the same as sailplanes do. Larry 
Tudor, an American factory pilot, flew 148 miles 
in one day in the cross-country classic final and 
more than a dozen other pilots flew over 100 
miles, which is about twice the accepted average. 

"Some pilots fly different models for different 
manufacturers. They are fully sponsored and there 
is big prizemoney to be won in America. 

The titles competitors stayed at Bishop, a 
small country town which, Tony says, has a very 
country and western atmosphere; holds a fair each 
year and regards itself as the world capital of 
mules. 

None of the pilots took to the air without a 
parachute, gliding instruments, C.B. radio, first
aid kit and snow gear. 

Snow gear in the desert? "Most definitely," 
Tony says. "You take off at 110 degrees in the 
shade and at 11,000 to 16,000 feet you are reaching 
freezing point." 

The fliers also take a snakebite kit with them 
in case of a forced landing in the desert. "There 
are plenty of rattlesnakes and sidewinders about , " 
Tony explains . 

The cross-country titles were based on distance 
and duration flying, the town of Bishop being the 
turning point in a 300 mile triangular course. 
One of Tony's lasting memories is the sight of 24 
hang-gliders and several sailplanes soaring up and 
up in the same thermal. He will also not forget 
the hospitality of the American people. "Being 
at Bishop was just like being at home," he says. 

(Repr i nted from Sundowner, October 1981, p. 5) 

DESERT AND SNOW-CAPPED MOUNTAINS NEAR BISHOP. 



HANLONS bring you the -

'AQUAZON E' has been tho roughly 
tested -& researched to ~ive the 

• ultimate in comfort while sleeping on 
water. This exquisite sensation of 
semi-weightlessness is a highly 
p!easurable feeling which lulls you in a 

~ natlfral & more healthier sleep. 

' This revolutionary system looks like 
a ·pijr'llal mattress but you are actually 
sre~jtti.Pn a soft quilted cushion top 
5U[Tac~ ~6ver a unformily supported 
w<\~er mattress. ., 
FIRJlNfS~ • 
YSWan c~se the degree of sleeping 
fii'aPless that suits you by simply 
adJlJsiing the amount of water in the 
!Vat tress., 

· ' 1- 1 .. 
• ••• ,il 

WEIGHT? 
AQUAZON E is 
approximately HALF 
the weight of Q 
a conventional /0 

W":;''':''iT' ( 
~ iill~; _~~:; 

SHEETS? 
Your existing standard fitted sheets, . . 
blankets and headboard can be used -.yith 
AQUAZONE. 

SEASICKNESS? 
The gentle ' ~(j~~~~~~~ undulating motion ~ 
of AQUAZONE ' . 
will {lot make you 
seasick. In fact it 
will relax you ' just 
like a rocking chair 
or 'patio swing. 

" 
The ORIGINAL 'AOUAZON E' FLOTATION SYSTEM 
l'llnl Pendi. I HI. 33951 

LEAKAGE? 
AQUAZO NE 
bladder seam 
welds have a 

, wa rranty of 2 years . .. _ .... _ 
from date o f p urchase. 

WADRANTY? THE NEW ~ . w"" AQUAZON6.I1as ."l VE~R , 
been designed to exacting standards. ~ WARRANTY ~ 
Bladder scam welds have. "aqanty :; 

. of 2 years from original date of, ~~' 
purchase. • ~ ~ 

NO INSTALLATION IS .' -.~ 
NEC~SSARY Simply lay the 

E: bladder in the f/\me and follow 
the J"struction guide suppl!ep . _. . 

, CHOICE? 
AQlJAZONE 

:~;,a~i~~LE 
4'6" DOUBLE 
or 5' QUEEN 

• silfs. ,. ,-. 

. 

. ~ .. 

Available in standard cover and luxury velvet velour with or 
without drawers, 

* We can arrange convenient terms. * 
HANLONS 210-212 ~1a ry Street, Gympie, Queensland Ph. (071) 82 1848 

Serv ing the Gumpie c ommunity for more than twent y years 
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ACT 
Hang gliding 

Association 

EDITORIAL 

I am sure I must be unwell, ill, infirm, sick 
or maybe I'm just run down, exhausted or may be 
just under the weather. What ever way I am, every 
time an easterly blows in Canberra I imagine I'm 
a blow fly and a bureaucratic child w~apped in r~d 
tape has ripped my wings off. Am I slck or has 1t 
really happened? 

I can live without my bubble gum, and I can 
live without my girlfriend, but I can't live . 
without my wings. Not that I'm the only one 1n 
that position: legs up in the air~ buzzing ~round 
and around in a circle trying to f1nd new sltes 
to fly. The whole damn club is with me. I thought 
we mi ght change our name to the ACT Han~ IOWa 1 ki ng" 
Club. That reminds me: Jeff, Brett, T1m,Kate and 
I went bush walking in the Budawangs last weekend 
and when we reached the 3000ft high view point 
on Mt. Owen we noticed in the log book that the 
Stanwell club had been there before us: maybe 
that was when they were having discussions with the 
red tapped child. Oh, I can't really live without 
my girlfriend. 

OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING. 
CORRESPONDENCE: We received two letters from 

the ACT Grants Commission in reply to our submission 
for grants. They have offered a grant of $350 to 
aid us in buying a hang glider suitable to teach 
with and $100 to help with our training film. 
They have also sent forms to us for next year's 
application. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

* Once again, more discussion regarding our 
submission to Transport Australia. 

* Peter Dowling now requires an indemnity ~ro~ 
anyone who wishes to fly in the Vall~y. T~lS 1S 
not so much for the Dowlings but to a1d us 1n our 
relationship with the new land owner. 

* There was a lot of discussion about teaching and 
a lot of very good ideas and man hours were offered 
but until we regain our training sites the whole 
situation is in limbo. 

* It was decided that the AGM be held on the 1st 
Thursday in November (you have all received personal 
notification so I hope you turned up). 
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* CHRISTMAS PARTY: BRETT FREEBODY has offered his 
home for the occasion. We decided to hold it on the 
first friday in December. 

* It was moved and seconded that the club disagree 
with the amalgamation of SKYSAILOR with a 
parachuting magazine . The motion was passed. 

(It is becoming quite clear that the majority of 
members do not wish to share a magazine with the 
parachutists. ED) 

SAFETY REV I EW by Jeff Cotter 

Although ACTHGA has enjoyed an excellent safety 
record over the past twelve months, a spate of 
recent incidents (tree landings, poor take-offs and 
landings, omissions of pre-flight checks, etc.) 
suggest a downward trend in our general safety 
standards. One thing that sport parachuting has 
taught me is that downward trends have an uncomfort
able habit of leading to something nasty. 

In view of all this, the Executive and Safety 
Officers of ACTHGA recently held a special meeting 
to discuss general safety and one recent incident 
in particular. Some of the major points covered by 
the discussion were: 

1) Hang four pilots, in particular, should display 
consistent take-offs and landings (consistently 
good, needless to say!), especially in no wind. 
This is a very important point, considering that 
nearly one third of all hang gliding accidents 
occur at take-off. Anyone having trouble with 
their take offs should spend some time on a small 
slope, if necessary. There have been some very 
near misses lately, so this is something that 
should not be taken for granted. If your take offs 
aren't smooth and consistent (nine out of ten is 
not good enough ) ---- PRACTICE! 

2) We have had further incidents involving non
rated flyers - one who finished up in a tree. We 
will be strictly enforcing ratings in future: No 
rating, no flying. Remember that ~ ACT sites 
(with the exception of Lake George and Giralang) 
are at least Hang Three, with Hang Twos being 
allowed to fly in smooth conditions and under 
supervision at some of the sites. 

3) With some of our best sites being sharply 
seasonal, we have the common situation of having 
a number of flyers who only fly for a few months 
each year. Please, if you are in this category 
and you're having your first fly after a long break 
don't do it at an unfamiliar site or in poor 
conditions. 

4) The Executive is taking steps to formalise 
training procedures for beginners . We ~a~e se~ up 
a film committee to plan and make a tra1n1ng f11m 
which will be shown to beginners prior to initial 
training. We will also be buying a new trai~ing 
glider, shortly, probably a Skydart . Some t1me 
ago we applied for Government grants for these 
two projects. The good news is that we have 
received a total of $450.00! This should improve 
our training programme enormously. 



GOSSIP 
As you may have read, Mark Jolly has provided 

us with avery polished article and, in light of 
this, ACTHGA editorial staff can accept no 
responsibility or insurance claims for people be
dazzled by such a shining article. Thanks, Mark! 

Max is to be congratulated for his cross country 
flight the other day. It might be appropriate if 
he wrote East-West Airlines across his sailor 
maybe "Perth or Bust". 

Got the Hang Ones and Twos to Tim's' place . 
recently: Hang Twos from the top (about 200 feet), 
Hang Ones from the bottom. Much fun was had by all, 
especially Tim, who spent three quarters of an.hour 
(well, almost!) in single combat with the masklng 
tape and packaging on his brand new Mega III. 
Midway through the morning, a number of spectators 
appeared along the road to watch proceedings . For 
about half an hour they applauded anything that 
moved: take offs, landings, pilots standing up, 
sitting down, etc. Spent the afternoon widening 
the northerly take off which is now much improved. 
The weekend ended successfully for all when the 
wind swung round to a soarable westerly giving 
everyone a long and enjoyable flight. 

STEPH LADYZHYNSKY 

WHAT A GREAT FLY!! 
MY FIRST FLIGHT by Mark Jolly 
WARNING! POLAROID SUNGLASSES SHOULD BE WORN 
BEFORE READING THIS ARTICLE. 

Saturday morning, fine weather; Tim rings me 
up. This is it. This is a good day to learn to 
hang glide. Half an hour later we are out on 
Canberra's main training slope at Giralang, an 
open hill about 50ft high, sandwiched between two 
Canberra suburbs. 

As we unpack the kite, Tim extols the virtues 
of the site. "No you won't fly anywhere near that 
dam, half a mile away. You won't even get near the 
fence. No, those powerlines are easily far enough 
away to your left. See how the wind has got a 
good mile of flat ground to come across before it 
gets to us. That makes it nice and smooth." 

We flight check the kite together, then Tim 
flies the kite down to the bottom of the hill. 
find myself wondering if I'll achieve quite the 
same easy confidence as him. I'm glad I'm 
starting at the bottom of the hill. 

First Tim decides a little ground handling 
is in order. I find out how to change the kite 

. from a 501b brick into a great bird with just 
three steps forward . "You balance the kite on 
your shoulders with your upper arm against the 
A frame. "What do you do when your shoulders 
are either too small, or twisted, and your elbows 
don't know which side of the A frame to go? 
It takes quite a few attempts before we decide 
to bring the kite up the hill a bit and try it 
with a harness for length. All ok. 
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"Ri ght remember you've got to run as fas t as us 
and keep running for a few steps after your feet 
leave the gound . Now fly toward the dam over 
there." 

We all run together . The harness tightens . 
"Run faster". Thump, thump, thump. running as fast 
as possible. "Push out a bit". No ground!! "~ull in 
a bit". Floating one foot above the ground wlth 
Pete and Tim running desperately, the ground levels 
out a bi t. "Push out". I 1 ift another foot. "Push 
right out". I rise a foot and suddenly the kite 
pulls me back. I've almost stopped. Thump and my 
feet hit the ground. We put the kite down and look 
back up the hill. A full 50 yards!!. 

We walk back up the hill. "Now 'try it alone". 
Peter and Tim hold the side wires until I'm flying. 
The ground flows pastsmoothly, four feet below. I 
sink slowly to the ground, run a bit, rise up again, 
then flare to a smooth stop. Tim tells me that I 
shouldn't try to take off again half way through 
landing. Back up the hill we go. I think I'm 
beginning to get the hang of this (no fun). 

My next flight: I take off well, then the kite 
starts to turn right, I try hard to put my weight to 
the left. It keeps turning and here comes the 
ground. Thump, clunk and through the A Frame. 
I disentangle my left leg from the side wire and 
dust off my elbows and knees. I stand up and survey 
the kite: not a scratch. Tim and Peter come down 
to tell me what I did wrong. "You twisted your body 
instead of moving it. You should fly faster." With 
this advice I try again and all goes well. 

It is now late in the afternoon and Tim has a 
couple of flights to show m~ how it should be done 
before we pack up. 

I feel quite exhausted outside, but inside I'm 
flying. 

ACTHGA INC LIBRARY 

Books available for borrowing: 
1. NEW SOARING PILOT .......... WELCH AND IRVING 
2. AVIATION METEOROLOGY, PART 2 ... BUREAU OF 

METEOROLOGY 
3. BIRDMAN - A GUIDE TO HANG GLIDING ... KEN MESSENGER 

. & RONN I E RERSON 
4. HANG GLIDING & SOARING (COMPLETE INTRODUCTION) ..... 

JAMES E MRAZEK 
5. HANG GLIDING - THE FLYINGEST FLYING ... DON DEBERA 
6. HANG GLIDING FOR BEGINNERS ..... DENIS PAGEN 
7. HANG GLIDING FOR ADVANCED PILOTS ..... DENIS PAGEN 
8. HANG GLIDING & FLYING CONDITIONS . .. . . DENIS PAGEN 
9. MANNED KITING - BASIC HANDBOOK ..... DAN POYNTER 

Magazines: 
1. American HANG GLIDING from 1977 
2. GLIDER RIDER (American) from Dec 1980 
3. SKYSAILOR from 1966 minus the odd one 

THE CLUB CONSTITUTION IS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR READ ING 

John Hayman is the Librarian and it costs a mer e 
$3. 00 to join the Library. Books may be bor r owed 
for one month. 

~1ANY ~lEMBERS ARE NOT RETURNING BOOKS AND ~1AGAZINES. 
PLEASE SEE FIT TO RETURN THEM BY THE DECEr~B ER 
f'lEETING, IN ALL FAIRNESS . 



Flying af Brindabella 
SATURDAY 12 AND SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 

After much reconstruction to accommodate the 
gliders on Tim's 4WD, we finally left for the 
Brindabella site. We had a good show of 17 
flyers. Conditions for Saturday were SW winds 
at 15-20 knots, which were fairly constant all 
day. 

There were two incidents over the weekend. The 
first happened on Saturday afternoon when Chris 
decided that flying like a bird wasn't enough, 
so he landed in a tree, just off take-off. The 
second was on Sunday when Geoff suddenly 
disappeared to go trout fishing (glider and all 
of course). Over all we had two shaken flyers, 
however, thankfully, no casualties. 

On Saturday afternoon Kate had her first attempt 
at flying on the learner's slope. She did very 
well, especially as her helmet kept falling over 
her eyes and the harness became tangled around 
her. After her screams and shouts of "Oh my 
God!!" when she got to the terrific height of 
2ft, she came down to earth very pleased with 
herself . 

We eventually got into our sleeping bags after 
an interesting night around the campfire, where 
Peter C. made history because he actually cooked 
a jaffle without making a burnt offering of it 
and the doubtful drinking of Mark's Victoria 
Bitter. V.B. because Mark had "been to 
Melbourne once~ 

Sunday started off by untangling the ripped 
glider out of the tree at take off. There were 
more injuries caused by getting it out of the 
tree than during the actual accident. 

Flying conditions were very still in the early 
morning which gave Brett confidence for his 
first hang II flight. His flight off the 
1,300ft mountain was extremely successful, with 
a terrific take off and landing. All we could 
see from take off was Brett running. He didn't 
stop till he reached Geoff. Geoff told us 
Brett was incoherent for some time afterwards. 

The wind changed later in the morning to a 
strong southerly and then to a rough and 
turbulent flight with lots of sink. Consequently, 
the saying for the day was "from 5 minute glides 
to 2 minute plulTUllets". 

WANTED 
January 1976 issue of 
Ground Skimmer magazine. 
Wi 11 pay $5 for a 
good copy. 

Stephen Ruffels Montr~se, 
Victoria. 

(03) 728 2778 (AHl 
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HANG GLIDING 
ACCESSORIES 
D.O.T. approved (No. 2235) Parachute harness 

and canopy manufacturers 

The Back-up Chute 
complete $343* 

Deluxe Prone Harness 
$94,50* 

Stirrup $9.50* 

Altimeter 
$92.50" 

Hummingbird Vario 
$196* 

Summer Harness 
$84.50* 

COCOON HARNESS $135* 

C&D H/G Helmet 
$46.00 

Kite Bag 
$59* 

* If it's not listed ask us. 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAm: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211·5555 
Prices ·include Sales Tax 



October fly-in 

The October Flyin was originally planned for 
Lochiel which takes a N/W to S/W wind direction. 
We were going to stay at the Snowtown Caravan Park 
and drive to Lochiel every day, as we did during the 
South Australian Championships. 
Everything was planned except for one thing, as 
usual, the weather. . 

Saturday Morning was forecast for South 
Easterly . Many of us thought it was not going to be 
true and the wind would turn around to the west as 
soon as the land heated up, just like it did during 
the Easter weekend, when we drove to Mt. Bryan to 
find it was blowing a westerly. 
By the time we drove back to Lochiel the day was 
over. 

Anyhow this time we waited till late morning, 
but the south easterly still prevailed. The 
wiser pilots drove to Mt. Bryan early, while others 
slowly followed, reluctant to leave Lochiel. 

We stopped at Hallet Hill, which is a 400ft 
g~ntly s~oping.easterly site, ideal for learning, 
Slnce thlS F1Yln was based on helping learners 
during the mornings, before the thermals started 
cooking. 

The winds on top were bang on the slope 
but a little strong at 25 knots. Paul Cleland took 
off first at 12 o'clock, others soon followed as 
the wind decreased. The conditions became perfect 
for learners at the base of the hill and by the end 
of the day 6 people had flown their maiden flights. 
D~e to the South easterlies being a fairly stable 
al~ ~a~s no-one broke any height gain records, 
utlllzlng mostly ridge lift. 

Being one of the last pilots to land Paul 
Cleland clocked up 4 hours in one flight . 

We were going to stay at the Burra Caravan 
Park but it was full so we camped on its football 
oval and made use of its ammenities. 

Sunday morning at 9.00 am we were back at 
Hallet Hill, flying in nil wind conditions. The 
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only problem with thi s is that you don't get much 
air time. 

Therefore, most of the hang 4 pilots decided to 
fly Mt. Bryan, which is a 1200ft South Easterly site, 
about a half an hour's drive from Hallet Hill, due 
East. 

Unfortunately, the nil wind conditions still 
prevailed so we had to take off into thermals, which 
came in approximately 15-20 minute cycles. 

The only way to stay up was to hook thermals 
o~ the way down and not rely on Wave Soaring. Smith 
dld and therefore, he had a nice glide. 
Phil Flentje in his Swift followed close behind but 
cored a thermal during his landing approach which 
took him to about 500 ft above take off . 
He managed to hang in there with the odd thermal and 
maintained ridge height for about an hour. Gary Emu, 
also flying a Swift, did a repeat performance, 
except once he lost the thermal there were no 
others. 

Back at Hallet Hill, where we joined up with 
the others, the conditions were similar, as the 
learners practiced their light wind take offs 
and landings for the day. 

As the shadow over the hill became longer we 
returned back to the football oval where we started 
the festivities for the night. 

Monday morning, we were awakened by a strong 
easterly breeze. The winds on top of Hallet Hill 
were about 20-25 knots. Training resumed down the 
bottom of the hill, where it was a constant 15 knots. 
Some of the hang 4's were desperately wanting to go 
cross country so they decided to go to Mt Bryan 
again, thinking the conditions would be better than 
yesterday. Unfortunately, it was a little strong 
there, as well, but Rob Davis and Dave Wearing
Smith, flying a Meteor and a Twister, managed to 
stay airborne for three quarters of an hour. 

On their way back to Hallet Hill they were 
surprised by the sight of Geoff Prideaux about 
half a mile in front of the ridge with 2000ft 
A.G.L. in a Mega 3. 

By now the wind had shifted towards the 
North West, making people weary of take off. 
Ridge lift was minimal leaving top pilots scratch
ing for lift and, therefore, training ceased by 
mid afternoon. 

Phil Flentje tapped another thermal which 
peaked at about 1500ft A.T.O. and went downwind. 
Due to the lack of thermals he only covered a 
distance of 4 miles . 

This is the first time this area had been 
flyable on 3 consecutive days, probably because 
we came with the intention to fly Lochiel. 

Anyhow, the main purpose of this weekend was 
accomplished by training several new pilots safely 
and without any mishaps. 

Thanks to all those pilots who helped in 
training and making this a successful long 
weekend. 

George Kambas. 

(f 



Croweaters Corner 
TERRY TIPSTALL 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SAHGA FLY IN 

The October Fly in had a very shaky start when 
on the Saturday morning it was forced to move to 
Burra from the Snowtown Caravan Park. The move was 
caused by a confrontation with members of the Snow
t?wn concerned Adults Board. The S.C.A.B.S. compri
slng most of the population of Snowtown (approx.7) 
came around armed with pointed sticks and pitch 
forks and demanded that SAHGA move on to somewhere 
else. They made a rapid retreat when the kombies 
were set onto them but it was decided to move the 
fly in to Burra anyway. 

The arrival at Burra was without incident as 
the local residents were out at the annual Show when 
we arrived. Accommodation was found at the football 
club when the caretaker was assured that we were a 
Kombi Van Club on our way around Australia. 

The conditions at Hallet Hill were blown out 
when we arrived so it was decided to let the 
learners out of their cages and herd them down to 
the bottom for some instruction. As conditions 
moderated and Nose pick was seen high above the 
ridge, the instructors abandoned their students 
(or palmed them off onto someone else) and 
proceeded to sky out above the ridge. 

That evening when everyone adjourned to the 
pub pilots were shocked to see that the picture 
of the hang glider on the wall had been taken down. 
(The pilot must have dropped out.) 

Sitting in the hotel on Monday afternoon Dag 
Ravers explained why Dermot's washing had taken 2 
weeks to dry. Apparently when Derm left for Mt. 
Beppu he did not have time to bring his washing in 
befor~ leaving for the airport. Dag promised to 
take 1t down that afternoon. As Irish linm takes 
sometime to dry Dag left it for 2 weeks just to be 
sure. When he returned most of the washing had 
blown away and was found in trees, gutters and on 
roofs of other houses in the street. This was how 
Derm usually did his washing, Dag said. 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS THIS MONTH 

. Mr .. B~ian Milk Churner reported great success in 
h1S tra1n1ng program. He said that he considered 
training ideally should be done in greater than 30 
~not winds to give the students a better chance. He 
1S also teaching Cross Country techniques to his 
stud~nts, so preparing them at an early stage. One 
of h1S students had recently done a very impressive 
cross country flight across the Maslins Beach car 
park. 

. Mr. Graber Ninny is practising his fence hopping 
w1th a view to winning this section in next year's 
state competition. He had observed Gary Emu's 
poor performance in the last competition and expected 
to do much better than him. His recent demonstration 
at Mt. Terrible where he had hopped 2 fences in one 
flight had shown him to be in top form. 
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At the last meeting Mr. Phil Joystick brought 
along an example of his new instrument panel. 
Complete with stereo cassette, colour TV and space 
invaders game, he predicted the panel would be very 
successful, despite the estimated 40,000 dollars 
se lling price. The panel would also include a vario 
and altimeter. At last report Joystick had not got 
·the altimeter working but had proved in principle 
that it would by using a hard boiled egg and a milk 
bottle . . 

NO GUARANTEES /1 
OF AIRWORTHINESS 

The recently improved aerodynamic and 
structural safety record of gliders certlfied to 
1979 through 1981 HGMA airworthiness standards 
has resulted in widespread support for the HGMA 
program in the hang gliding community. Pilots 
and dealers now shy away from uncertified designs, 
and place great faith in the safety and 
airworthiness of certified designs. 

There is a potential danger in this situation. 
There are three things that pilots need to keep in 
mind about the HGMA airworthiness standards: 

1) The standards themselves are simply a 
"best guess" as to how to test for airworthiness 
in a hang glider. They seem to be a good guess, 
but there is no guarantee that a design which 
passes all of these tests is completely safe and 
airworthy. It is much more likely to be airworthy 
than a glider which will not pass these tests. 

2) The HGMA does not verify the compliance 
of a design when it issues a certificate. It 
essentially reviews a documentation package, 
submitted by a manufacturer, for completeness and 
proper format. The certificate states that th.e 
glider, "has, by . declaration of the manufacturer, 
been, found to comply with HGMA Part 1 
Airworthiness Standards, utility ultralight 
gliders." 

3) The actual airworthiness of a certified 
design will depend on the skill and experience 
of the designer in performing and interpreting 
the tests required by the HGMA standards, and on 
the skill and experience of the manufacturer in 
duplicating the one-tested glider in the 
manufacturing process. 

Pilots should understand that while the tests 
required by the HGMA standards will, when 
skillfully performed and interpreted, yield 
valuable information about a glider's air
worthiness, the possession of a certificate of 
compliance by a glider is not a guarantee of the 
airworthiness of that design. 

(HGFA encourages all Australian hang glider 
manufactureres to comply with USHGMA 
certification standards. This article has 
been reprinted, for the information of all 
pilots, from Hang Gliding, August, 1981, 
P4. Ed) . 
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Inner City Flying 
HANG-GLIDER FLIES DOWN CITY STREET 

Hard to believe, but true. The pilot and his 
kite did narrowly miss the crowds in Newcastle's 
main street. But the kite was not strictly flying. 
Truth of the matter is the kite was attached to a 
trailer and was being towed by a utility . The 
whole set-up was part of Newcastle's annual Mattara 
Festival which culminated in a Saturday morning 
procession down the main street of Newcastle. 

An enthusiastic committee of young members, 
1 ead by (veteran) Shane Duncan, spe nt the week 
before the procession building the float. The long 
hours were well spent as the float looked most 
realistic, even down to a sandhill with saltbush 
and the occasional "tinny" growing out of it. 

In all, 11 members joined the float for its 2 
kilometre trip down Hunter Street and they happily 
played the part of kings and queens, waving to 
the gathered crowds. Pilot, Nigel Felton, was most 
obvious and describes it as the most exhilarating 
flying he has done. He has already reserved his 
place for next year ' s procession . 

Thanks must go to all those who worked on the 
float for a tremendous effort. The ladies' 
presence was not unnoticed and it is encouraging 
to see them taking an active interest in the club's 
activities. The people of Newcastle certainly 
know they have an active hang-gliding club. 
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SKYSAILOR 

BA.CK ISSUES 
The following back "issues of SKYSAILOR are 
available from TAHGA at the amazing price 
of 

per issue, 
including postage 

Note that not all issues are in sto ck. 
Send your order and money to -

Real 
Sep 
Apr 
Aug 

TAHGA, 
Box 4 Holme Building, 
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY, 2006 . 

oldies 1980 1981 
'75 Jan Jan 
' 76 Feb Feb 
'76 Apr Apr 

May May 
Jun Jun 
Jul Jul 
Aug Aug 
Sep Sep 

NIGEL FELTON FLYING DOWN THE MAIN STREET OF 
NEWCASTLE. WELL SORT OFl 



The SkySailor used glider list November 1981 
This information is designed to be a guidleine for evaluating your glider or one you wish 
to buy. These figures are not to be considered the final authority and are based on trends 
shown in Market Place and around the hills and dealers. 
The minimum ratings suggested come from discussion with current instructors, with 
consideration of handling and stall characteristics, performance and 'bar pressures' and 
the potential for dangerous trimming by the novice. If in doubt about a glider consult 
your local qualified dealer/manufacturer or a safety officer. 

Manufacturer: 

ULTRA LIGHT 
FLIGHT SYSTEMS 

SKYTREK/ULTRA 
LIGHT F.S. 

MOYES DELTA 
GLIDERS 

E.F. AIRCRAFT 

Model 

Super II 
Skydart I 
Skydart II 
Nimbus 
Chevron 
Chevron B 
Wedge tail A 
Wedgetail B 
Wedge II 
Swift 
Swift 

VK I 
VK II 
VK III 
VK IV 
Stratus 
Nova 
Bandit 
Bandit 
Phantom 

Midi 
Maxi Mk I 
Maxi Mk II 
Maxi Mk III 
Redtail 
Maxi 'SP' 
'SP' Trainer 
Mega I (10m) 
Mega II 
Mega Major 
Mega III 
Mega III 
Mega III 

EF 5 
EF 6 

Min. 
Rating 

HI 
HI 
HI 
HI 
HI 
HII 
HI 
HII 
HII 
HIlI 
HIlI 

HI 
HI 
HI 
HII 
HII 
HII 
HII 
HII 
HIlI 

HI 
HII 
HII 
HII 
HI 
HII 
HI 
HIlI 
HII 
HII 
HIlI 
HIlI 
HIlI 

HIlI 
HIlI 

Size 

160 
180 
195 
190 
210 
165 
205 
175 
170 
190 

190 
190 
190 
190 
210 
195 
180 
160 
170 

200 
205 
215 
160 
190 
190 
190 
175 
190 
170 
190 
150 

10m 
12m 

Clean Average 
Price Price 

300 275 
450 350 
450 325 
450 300 
500 450 
500 425 
575 475 
575 475 
850 775 
1200 1100 
1250 HOO 

450 
500 450 
550 475 
600 500 
500 450 
500 450 
875 775 
700 600 
875 800 

300 250 
400 250 
500 350 
650 475 
500 400 
650 500 
950 850 
600 450 
1000 900 
1050 925 
1275 1150 
1300 1200 
l300 1200 

625 475 
1150 
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NEW SOUTH WALES HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 121, SUTHERLAND, N.S.W. 2232. 

HGFA INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP 

The workshop session was held over the weekend 
of 24th and 25th of October at Sports House in 
Sydn~y and proved to be most enlightening for 
all lnvo1ved.The NSW State Training Officer, 
Rob de Groot, and National Coaching 
Co-ordinator, Ian Jarman, led the two days of 
lectures, fact finding and heated discussion, 
culminating in a written examination on Sunday 
afternoon and a deserved night out at the Gov's 
Pleasure for those who stayed on.Those 
attending came with a variety of experience) 
from Danie11e as an unrated beginner to Chrls 
South with a wealth of teaching experiences 
and valuable information. 

Saturday kicked off with a session on the 
Roles and Attributes of the Professional 
Instructor, progressing from there to a 
discussion of Teaching Techniques and Problem 
Solving, with attention to Flight Skills at 
both the student and Instructor levels. 
Saturday night the group could be found at a 
number of sleazy Sydney nightspots.(Punks do 
wear clothes very suited to hang gliding.) 
We began the second day with a long session on 
Flight Theory, Meteorology and a ruthless 
dissection of the rating scheme.Finally, a 
look at what was needed for setting up a 
Training Programme and a School, then into the 
testing room. 

Those continuing on towards becoming 
Instructors will be required to obtain a first 
aid certificate as well as completing a series 
of practical sessions with certified instructors. 

Further courses are planned for Queensland 
and South Australia within the next month.For 
information please contact Ian Jarman on 
(02) 6988584. 

KURNELL INCIDENT 

While we were locked away putting together 
a scheme for more logical and safe progression 
from the sandhills) the first serious accident in 
a long time on the Kurnell dunes occurred.As yet 
the full report has not been received but it 
appears that the critical factors are far too 
famil i ar. 

30 

How does a serious accident occur on the 
dunes?When doing your Hang I and Hang II ratings 
you are required to be able to assess conditions 
suitable to your rating.lf you have such a 
rating and . can't determine whether the 
conditions fall within the limits of that rating 
then negligence falls on two heads;yours and the 
Safety Officer signing off your rating. 
Furthermore, the choice to fly is not determined 
by how far you've driven, or how long it's been 
since your last time out, or any other reason 
unrelated to the conditions at that particular 
site and time. 

The North-east dune at Kurnel1 is no place 
to learn to soar.Soarab1e wind strength at this 
site is well above that stipulated by a novice 
rating an~ it is not, as many people believe, a 
coastal slte.The NE seabreeze tends to reach 
25 knots quite quickly, carrying with it three 
miles of mechanical and thermal turbulence from 
the Cape Banks cliffs, the Oil Refinery, an 
assortment of factories and other sand dunes. 
The face is too short to allow reasonable flying 
speeds under such rough conditions, plus the 
constant turning requires techniques above the 
novice's experience level. 
It is not the place to attempt your first prone 
flight as this and soaring skills should be 
acquired at higher sites in light wind 
situations. 

Finally, if everyone else at the site 
happens to be packing up they have probably 
decided it is unsuitable to continue flying ... 
at least find out why they are leaving ... your 
judgement might be wrong you know! 

Nearly every accident that I've come across 
this year has been related to people trying to 
soar in unsoarable conditions for their skill 
and experience 1evel.Add to this strong wind and 
low level turns at low air speeds and you can 
easily see the dangers lurking there.Don't be 
too eager to soar ... flying is far more important. 

HANG l COMPETITION 

1. Pilots must be N.S.W.H.G.A. members 

2. The entry fee is $5.00 

3. Pilots will be required to meet at Bald Hill 
at 8.00 a.m. on Saturday, 12th December, 1981. 

4. The following entry form and entry fee should 
be sent to: 

NAME: 
AGE: 

Competitions Officer, 
14 Beach Road, 
STAM¥ELL PARK, 2509. 

DATE WHEN HANG 3 WAS ISSUED: ----------------
TYPE OF GLIDER: 
APPROX. AGE OF GLIDER: 
SIGNATURE: DATE: 



HGFA MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE ... 

Full personal 
accident insurance 

From HGFA Brokers 
warwick blair insurances 

A Member of the Terence Lipman Group of Companies 

• Full 24 Hour Cover a day, every day, not just hang gliding . 

• Full Hang Gliding Cover, including Competition Flying. 

• Broad, Worldwide Cover, Lloyd's policy wordings. 

• Benefits payable for a Full Year to 80% of income, 
excluding workers' compensation claims. 

• Limited Medical Expense Cover 

• Your cover starts as soon as you despatch the 
Proposal Form and Premium. 

Be covered 24 hours a day, every day, wherever you 
are, with HGFA Members' exclusive Personal 
Accident Insurance. Select the Plan best suited to 
your requirements from the Proposal Form below 
and mail together with the Appropriate Premium to 
Terence Lipman Pty. Ltd. 

- - --- - - - - -- - - - - - .- -
warwick blair insurances 
Personal Accident Proposal Form 

Name in full ............... .. ..... .. .. .... ........................ ... .. .................................. .. 

Address ..................... ..... ........................ .. ......... ........... ... ... ... ....... ........... . 

.................... ........... ... ..... .. .... ... ..... .. .. .. .. .... .... ..... Postcode .... ..... ... ... .. .... .. . 

Age .................... ................. . .HGFA Membership No .. ..... ........ ... ...... ...... .. 

Occupation/Profession .......... ........ ... .... .... .. ..... .. .. .......... ... ...... ..... ... ... ... ... . 

Duties Performed ... ... ............. .... ..................... ................... ..................... . 

Employer's Name .. ... .......... .... .. .. ....... ...... .. ................... ... ...... .. ... .. .. ... .... . .. 

and Address ... .. ..... ... .......... ... ... .. ....... .......... ..... . Postcode ....... ............ .... . 

Have you previously suffered injury through accident? Yes 0 No D 

If yes, give brief details, including period of incapacity .................... ........ .. 

Are you presently suffering an injury or physical disability? Yes 0 No 0 

If yes, give full details ....................... .. ........................................... ........... . 

Please indicate the Insurance Cover required. 

Insurance Benefits 
Annual Cover 

Premium Selected 
Death or Permanent Temporary Payable (please 

Total Disability Total Disablement tick) 

$10,000 $1 00 per week $100 

$10,000 $150 per week $150 

$10,000 $200 per week $200 

$10,000 $250 per week $250 

Date ............ .. ................ Signature .. ................. ..... .... ..... .......................... . 

TERENCE UPMAN PTY LTD 
Bridge House 127 Walker Street 
North Sydney NSW 2060 Telephone (02) 9290611 
Members of the Confederation of Insurance Brokers of Australia 

People who care ... insure with Blair 

--------------- ------------- 81.4388 -----
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

Stall Warning 

I have been reading, with interest, accident 
reports from both overseas and in Australia and it 
seems to me that by far the most serious and common 
cause of accidents is stalling and, usually, on 
take-off. I know from my own accident in 1977 and 
subsequent flying experience that it is almost 
impossible to judge, with any accuracy, wind 
velocity on take-off. It would seem to me that the 
average flyer could make up to a 50% error of 
judgement. New pilots and those hungry for lift 
and flight time tend to fly at the bottom end of 
the glider flight envelope. Others fly slowly 
because it feels safer. 

To overcome my own problems of judgement I 
have developed a stall warning alarm. This device 
consists of a wind velocity transducer and some 
digital/comparitor electronics which provide an 
audible pulse code, indicating an oncoming stall. 
I have selected three flight speed windows to give 
the following code: 

1. Stall and below-continous bips. 
2. From stall to 3 mph above - 3 bips per sec. 
3. From 3 mph above to 8 mph above stall - 2 bips 

per second. 
4. From 8 mph above stall - silence 

The above code gives the pilot fair warning of his/ 
her flying speed at the bottom end of the flight 
envelope. 

The wind velocity transducer is mounted on the 
side leg of the "A" frame and has a 12" arm to 
place it in a clean airflow. A small cable is taken 
from the transducer to a box of electronics placed 
at the top of the "A" frame. The audible alarm 
is mounted on the outside of the box. The device 
was calibrated by mounting it on a long boom 
fitted to the roof/rack of my car. A mumber of 
runs were made on a still evening in the rural 
district of Penrith. 

I hope this article is of some interest. My 
accident in 1977 was very serious, having suffered a 
compound fracture to vertebra in my neck)also a 
crushed throat and larynx, plus a broken glider. It 
took me six months to pick up courage to go flying 
again. I am very careful now. 

Regards, Darrell Morris, 
Penrith, NSW 
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NSW to split? 
Due to the concentration of pilots in NSW and their 
apparent domination at National competitions (a 
totally unbiased opinion) there has been some talk 
of splitting NSW into two competition regions in an 
attempt to give competitive pilots a more realistic 
representation at the Nationals. 

The two zon~s (North and South of Lat. 33.5.S.) 
would be respons1ble for competitions for selection 
of teams for the Nationals. This would serve to 
reduce the amount of travelling involved in 
attending competitions, but would not increase 
administrative costs to any great degree. 

Each zone would carry the same importance as 
the States (i.e. Q'land, Nth.NSW, Sth. NSW, Vic. 
etc.) with the number of eligible pilots being 
determined by the regions or State's hang 3 to 
hang 5 population. 

. One ?f the main reasons behind this proposal 
1S to avo1d a repeat of this year's Nationals 
where three of the top ten pilots (including 
1st and 2nd) represented other states even though 
they were NSW pilots. 

What is needed is some response from you so that 
we know how much support or opposition there is to 
the idea. Let's hear from you. 

Ian Jarman 
NSW Member. 

No ultralig hts 
I feel ultra light aircraft do not have a place in 
Skysailor. The spirit that has been growing towards 
free flight is something which cannot accommodate 
powered flight. I have had a great deal of 
experience with ultralights and, although they have 
been given the name of powered hang gliders, it is 
this very fact that is stunting their growth. They 
are aeroplanes and should be considered as such. 
The homebuilt aircraft movement is becoming bigger 
and better every year; the Sport Aircraft 
Association of Australia is a fantastic organiz
ation and it would be an injustice to compete with 
them. 

Please, keep Skysailor for the birds and us 
Sailors of the Wind. 

Thank you. C.P. Skeates, Queenbeyan, NSW 

No stickers, no shirts 

Pl~ase note th~t HGFA does not have any car bumper 
st1ckers, T-sh1rts or any other related promotional 
m~terial . When and if we do have such items they 
w1~1 be advertized in Skysailor, together with the 
pr1ce .. So please don't write to HGFA asking for 
car st1ckers, T-shirts, etc. as it takes time to 
answer all your letters. No replies to such 
letters will be written in the future. 

Editor. 



Enclosed Cross Bar Dangers 

would like to inform all pilots flying 
enclosed cross bar gliders of two new 
dangers: sideslip and tuck. 

Only one 300' sideslip has occurred and 
that was in Canada in a Comet. Over 1000 
of these gliders are in use so it is not 
a common occurrence but nevertheless some
thing to be aware of. The pilot w8s doing 
aerobatics and did a slow (bad) 90 wing
over and the glider sideslipped nose high 
for 100' with the ri ght wi ng dovin. The 
leafing action of 3 alternate sideslips all 
occurred because the nose never came down 
and the glider had no airflow from nose to 
tail. As soon as the pilot managed to get 
the nose down the glider recovered without 
problem and the glider flew away. 

The tuck and tumble situation is not new. 
The Mariah in 1977 had all manufacturers 
convinced that enclosed cross bar gliders all 
tucked and hence slowed down progress in that 
direction until 1980. We bought a Mariah 
and vehicle tested it. We found that the 
reason was that it had no trailing edge strings, 
that the leading edge was too rigid and the 
airfoil was not defined, i.e. no mylar. 
We only got ~hree pOaitive readings: they 
were 100, 15 and 20. These are the normal 
flying angles of attack so the bar pressure 
was always positive when flying. 

The new gliders have been time tested and only 
8 have gone over and only 2 have failed struct
urally. In Japan the crossbars pushed through 
the sail when the kite inverted and a kite 
broke up in the Owens Valley: both were Comets. 
Because the crossbars are enclosed they are 
swept to add extra load and the attachment ends 
are such that they put a bending or eccentric 
load on the tube. This is why the new gliders 
have double sleeved cross bars and are thus 
much heavier. 

The cross bars are raised above the keel and 
the top side wires are slack. This means that 
when the kite is under a negative load there is 
a lot of extra load on the cross bars. Check 
your cross bars and make sure that they are 
sleeved! 

This note is just to get more information 
flowing around Australia. These items are 
common knol'll edge amongst Ameri can and European 
pilots because of their testing schemes. 

Steve t40yes 
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Scared? 
You should be ... 

if your chute fabric 
- like Ugly's sheet

is not certified! 
It could let you down 

when you least expect it: 
We only use certified 
FIll material in our 

back-up chutes. 
Ask for our test certificate. 

(Ugly just didn't think 
it mattered!) 

BACK-UP CHUTE 
complete... $343* 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA rn: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211-5555 

Price includes Sales Tax 



TAI-lGA'S 

MARK.ET PLACE 

II/ 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

MEGA II I 
170 sq. ft. All red. Urgent 
sale-getting married. 

Minimum Rating III 

Graig Worth 
Phone: C/- Bob Barnes 

(065) 54 0416 
Pacific Palms 

$1,200 D.N.O. 

WEDGETAIL 175 $800 O.N.O. 

Good Condition. Red with 
green, white and yellow tips. 

Minimum Rating II 

Bruce Wynne 
Phone: C/- Brian Fimmel 

(02) 521 6365 

MOYES 'SP' TRAINER . $950 
Excellent condition, qUlck 
set up and fixed wash 
out tubes, fold up 
control bar. Specially 
designed for the beginner 
intermediate pilot. 
No minimum Rating 
Contact Cloudbase (02) 698 8584 

$550 ONO CHEVRON B 
210 sq. ft. - sui tab 1 e for 
medium to heavy weight pilot. 
A good floater for an . 
intermediate pilot. Gold wlth 
red, green and white tips. 
In good condition. 

Minimum Rating II 

Dennis White (02) 
(042) 

2305146 (BH) 
94 2140 (AH) 
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MAXI MK III $500 
Excellent condition. Rainbow 
co lou rs zip bag and sta inl ess 
steel A frame. 
Minimum Rating II 
Jan Co en (02) 698 8584 

SUPER II 
Green and ye l low sail. One new 
crossbar . New Bolts throughout 
Good kite for the sand dunes and 
for intermediate flyers. Will ship 
anywhere or come and co ll ect and 
have a weekend on the North Coast. 

Minimum Rating 

Joe Scott, Spencerville via 
Kempsey . 
Phone: (065) 66 6043 

MOYES MIDI STINGER 
Red, yellow and green sail. In 

$300 

$300 

perfect condition. Stable beginners 
kite. Will ship anywhere or come and 
collect and have a weekend on the North 
Coast. 

Minimum Rating I 

Joe Scott, Spencerville 
via Kempsey 
Phone: (065) 66 6043 

MEGA I II 
Only 5 hours old. "A Steal" 
at the price. Gold undersurface 
- white with green tips. 

Minimum 
Phone: 

Rating III 
(042) . 94 2648 
(Stanwell Park) 
t 02) 398 1870 

MEGA III (METEOR) 
170 sq. ft. Viking red, black 
mylar pocket, black tips. Will 
freight . Pilot now flies Meteor 
190. 

Minimum Rating III 

Phone: (04) 94 2648 
(Stanwell Park) 

$1,100 

$1,270 

BANDIT 165 $925 OND 
Dark green, light green with 
orange flash. Ideal thermal 
glider for lighter pilot. 
As new condition. 
Minimum Rating II 
Contact Cloudbase (02) 698 8584 



New South Wales 

MEGA II 
12 months old. Red leading 
edge, white sail, swinging 
crossbar, spare A-frame> 
good condition. Bankcard 
finance available. 
Minimum Rating II 
Don Farman (02l 524 2522 

or (02 522 4519 

$850 

CHEVRON 190 $500 
Yellow with green leading 
edges. Flies very nicely. 
Will suit an intermediate 
to advanced pilot. 
Minimum Rating II 
Contact Glenn Wilson (065) 660166 

Crescent Head. 

SWIFT 170 $1,300 
Mint condition, only flown 
4 times. Must sell due to 
financial trouble. Black, 
dark brown, gold. 
Minimum Rating III 
Phone Matt (02) 230 5163 (BH) 

(047) 39 1817 (AH) 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA $65 
SUMMER HARNESS 

Ready to go with stirrup, 
carabiner and 3 suspension 
points. (Save over $20) 

Phone Martyn (02) 29 5976 (BH) 
(02) 36 7742 (AH) 

COCOON HARNESS $110 
Black, medium with parachute 
zip. Save $30 on the new price. 
Will ship. 

Ring Alan (02) 521 6365 

MEGA III $1100 
Good condition . Only 5 months 
old. Suit an intermediate to 
advanced pilot wishing to move 
up to a high performance glider. 

Minimum Rating III 
(02) 399 9348 

PHOENIX 6C 
Multi coloured. As new 

$300 

condition, only used twice. Left 
here by a visiting American, since 
married. 

Minimum Rating II 
Leon Arena (Wollongong) 
Phone (042) 28 7626 (BH) 

(042) 61 6921 (AH) 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

PHANTOM 
As new. This glider will provoke a 
sensual feeling like no other glider 
can. You too can enjoy the sensation 
of pure ~ for only a small cost. 

Minimum Rating III 

P(Oh80~e Peter Prid~aux 
) 336 4688 lAH) 

(08) 223 4444 (BH) 

SKYTREK BANDIT 180 $800 
Good condition, nice colours -
red with sky blue mid wing panels. 
Quick set up, sliding cross bar, 
30% double surface sail, plastic 
coated wires. 

Minimum Rating II 
Bernie Walton (08) 258 4569 

QUEENSLAND 

$675 

MIDGET FARRELLY ELECTRA II $290 ONO 
Stainless steel A-frame, kingpost and 
deflexors. Very clean, no corrosion, 
sound throughout. White sail with 
blue leading edges and keel pocket. 
Blue Star pattern across wing. 
Must sell . Good intermediate 
gl ider. 
Minimum Rating II 

Phone ( 07) 378 2313 

MEGA II $950 
12 months old, very 
good condition. Yellow 
orange and red with black 
double surface. Spare 
down-tube and hang loop. 
Minimum Rating II 

Scott Tucker (07) 273 1983 

McDONALD EAGLE IV $200 O.N.O. 
All red, truncated tip glide~ 

Minimum Rating III 

Nev Hoger (07) 268 6461 

MCDONALD EAGLE VI 

Light blue, 170 sq.ft. 

Minimum rating III 
Nev Hoger (07) 268 6461 

$200 O.N.O. 
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